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SAILING MAY 21, VETERANS MEMORIAL CRUISE (FREE FOR WWII AND KOREAN WAR VETERANS)

    JULY 16, VIETNAM VETERANS CRUISE (HALF PRICE FOR VIETNAM VETERANS)

    OCTOBER 8 & 9, SAN FRANCISCO FLEET WEEK CRUISES

Get on board and experience a unique venue to host your next 
event, or take a cruise on the San Francisco Bay, all aboard the 
historic World War II Liberty ship. Still sailing thanks to you.

Call or visit us online for more information and to order tickets
415-544-0100  |   SSJEREMIAHOBRIEN.ORG

Thank you American Merchant 
Marine Veterans.



Welcome 
to the 

American Merchant Marine Veterans

30th 
National Convention 

Hilton Hotel
New Orleans Air Port

New Orleans, LA
 March 29 - April 2, 2016



Captain Christopher Edyvean
AMMV National President

National Headquarters:  2722 Maynes Ct.  l  Santa Rosa, CA 95405  l   (707)546-6349  l  email: saaren@sonic.net

WELCOME TO THE “BIG EASY”
    I am pleased to welcome you to the 30th annual National Convention 
of the American Merchant Marine Veterans at the Hilton New Orleans 
Airport Hotel. The history-rich seaport of New Orleans offers an excellent 
location to host this milestone gathering. I hope that you enjoy our planned 
activities and that you choose to participate in the business meetings as we 
work together in effort to better our organization.
    There is much planned in the next few days, including a scenic lunch/
jazz cruise on the paddle-wheeler S.S. Natchez. Perhaps our most notable 
scheduled event is a trip to the National WWII Museum, which opened a 
Merchant Marine exhibit in December. It is a positive thought knowing 

that the WWII MM is now properly recognized at this museum.
    This 30th annual convention is a great time to reflect on the history of 

AMMV. Included in this book is a bit of organizational history as a tribute to our 
founders and to the dedicated leaders who have worked hard throughout the years 
to make AMMV a success. We should also consider the future of AMMV: Where 
are we going and what do we wish to accomplish? I look forward to hearing your 
thoughts and ideas.
 If you are a World War II Merchant Marine Veteran, I hope you have a 
wonderful reunion with your “shipmates” and perhaps even meet some new ones.  
And, most of all, thank you for your WWII service. Our other attendees – family 
members, friends, supporters, and younger mariners – will join you in celebrating 
the legacy of the WWII U.S. Merchant Marine.
 To all attendees: I wish you a memorable experience in visiting New Orleans. 
Thank you being a part of this 30th AMMV celebration!

Sincerely,

Capt. Christopher Edyvean
AMMV National President



Agenda
30th National Convention –March 29 - April 2, 2016

Sunday, March 27, 2016 (Early arrival, Late departure, 2016.  See hotel rates)
	 	 Arrival	of	Volunteer	Workers
	 	 Board	Member	arrivals

Monday, March 28, 2016
	 1300	–	1700	 Volunteers Work Session
	 	 	 Segnette	

Tuesday, March 29, 2015
	 0700	–	0845	 Breakfast	(on	your	own)
	 0900	–	1130	 Volunteer Work Session
	 	 	 Segnette	
	 1130	–	1300	 Lunch	(on	your	own)
	 1300	–	1700	 Credential Check-In
	 	 	 See	Ben	Benjamin:	Rivertown	Ballroom	A
	 1300	–	1700	 Registration & Hospitality Room
	 	 	 	Meet		and	Greet	Mae	West	(By	Sally)
	 1700	–	1800	 Dinner	(On	your	own)
	 1830	–	Till		 Board of Directors Meeting
	 	 	 Rivertown	Ballroom	-	B	&	C

Wednesday, March 30, 2016
	 0730	–	0845	 Continental Breakfast
	 	 	 Rivertown	Ballroom	B	&	C
	 0900	–	0945	 Opening Ceremony
	 	 	 Calcesieu	-	A	&	B
	 1000	–	1100	 Motivational Speaker David Yoho
	 	 	 Calcesieu	-	A	&	B
	 1130	–	1230	 Morning Break
	 	 	 Calcesieu	-	A	&	B	
	 1215	–	1300	 Bus Loading for S.S. Natchez Luncheon Cruise
	 	 	 Historic	Paddle	Wheeler:	Music,	Dance	&	Lunch
	 1830	–	Till	 President’s Reception Buffet
	 	 	 Speaker:	Paul	“Chip”	Jaenichen,	Administrator,	Maritime	Administration
	 	 	 Entertainment-	with	Sally	and	Roy:	A	Cajun	Night
	 	 	 Rivertown	Ballroom	B	&	C

Thursday, March 31, 2016
	 0730	–	0900	 Continental Breakfast
	 	 	 Rivertown	Ballroom	B	&	C
	 0900	–	1030	 Business Program
	 	 	 Calcesieu	-	A	&	B
	 1030	–	1100	 Morning Break
	 	 	 Calcesieu	-	A	&	B
	 1100	–	1145	 Business Program
	 	 	 Calcesieu	-	A	&	B	
	 1200	–	1330	 Lunch with Sally and Roy
	 	 	 Rivertown		Ballroom	B	&	C
	 	 	 Speaker:		Rusty	Albaral,	Port	of	New	Orleans	Meteorological	Officer,	NOAA
	 1330	–	1430	 Business Session, Regional Vice President election
	 	 	 Calcesieu	-	A	&	B
	 1430	–	1500	 Afternoon Break
	 	 	 Calcesieu	-	A	&	B
	 1500	–	1630	 Business Meeting Program, including Just Recognition and Open Mic
	 	 	 Calcesieu	-	A	&	B
	 1730	–	Till??	 Farewell Banquet
   Rivertown	Ballroom	-	A	–	C
   Speaker:		David	Heindel,	Secretary	–	Treasurer,	Seafarers	International	Union
	 	 	 Raffle
	 	 	 Sally	&	Roy:	popular	celebrities	from	their	Cajun	Mardi	Gras	show
Friday, April 1, 2017
	 0630	–	0730	 Breakfast (on	your	own)
	 0730	–	1700	 World War II Museum Tour (incudes Merchant Marine exhibit)
   After	tour:		Segnette	(About	1700)

Saturday, April 2, 2016  Weigh Anchor:  Have a save trip home
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MITCHELL J. LANDRIEU, MAYOR  

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS 

1300 PERDIDO STREET | SUITE 2E04 | NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA | 70112 
PHONE 504-658-4900|FAX 504-558-4938 

 

Greetings! 
  
It is my great pleasure to welcome American 
Merchant Marine Veterans.  After 30 years of 
educating the world on the role of WWII Merchant 
Mariners in American history, I am honored that 
you have selected New Orleans to host this 
milestone year.  

The AMMV’s work is uniquely important as it 
brings light to an important group of heroes.  We 
sincerely appreciate the service and sacrifice of all 
WWII Merchant Mariners during such a defining 
time in our nation’s history.  

While you are here, take some time to relax and 
explore the city. Dine in our incomparable 
restaurants; enjoy some of the great music we have to offer, tour historic 
neighborhoods like the French Quarter and Treme, and shop in our antique and 
specialty shops throughout New Orleans, including the bustling Magazine Street 
corridor. It is my hope that your stay will be memorable and that you leave with new 
knowledge, relationships and a uniquely unforgettable experience. 

Again, thank you for choosing New Orleans for this year’s convention and I hope you 
enjoy your stay. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mitchell J. Landrieu 
Mayor, City of New Orleans 
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All of the individuals,Chapters and Organizations who purchased pages on this book
Thankyou for your suport. For a complete list see page 65.
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Judge Advocate:
 Melvin Tublin; Member-at-Large

Chaplain:
 Bob Ross, Member-at-Large

National Magazine Editor:
 Sindy Raymond, North Bay Chapter;

Historians:
	 Vacant

National Public Relations:
 A.J. Wichita, SS Stephen Hopkins Chapter, President Emeritus

Standing Committees 
  Editorial:
 Capt. Chris Edyvean, Midwest Chapter
 Sindy Raymond, North Bay Mariners Chapter
 Carole Gutierrez, Oregon Chapter

Government Affairs:  
 Morris Harvey (Co-Chair), Ocala Chapter
 Michael Helbig (Co-Chair), Member-at-Large
 Charles Mills, Lone Star Chapter
 Melvin Tublin, Member-at-Large
 “Beech” Dale, Mo Valley Mariners Chapter
 Deborah Rogo, Member-at-Large

National President:  Capt. Chris Edyvean, Midwest Chapter;
P.O. Box 41; Hurley, Wl 54534-0041; (715) 862-2531; cjedyvean@hotmail.com

National Vice President:  Morris Harvey, Ocala Chapter; 8055 N. 
Dacca Terrace; Dunnellon, FL 34433-5413; (352) 564-0267; morris27@centurylink.net

National Secretary: Nelson Cauble, Oregon Chapter;
2657 Greyfox Dr.; Sutherlin, OR 97479; (541) 459-7982; riverbank2@charter.net

National Treasurer:  George Salovich, Big Sky Mariners Chapter; 
P.O. Box 1746; Poulson, MT 59860-1746; (406) 676-0530; georges@lambros.com

National Officers

Veterans Affairs: 
 Vacant
Constitution & By-Laws:
 Richard Arcand, Sarasota-Manatee Chapter

Nominating & Credentials:
 Richard “Ben” Benjamin,  Member at Large

Membership:
 Capt. Chris Edyvean, Midwest Chapter
 Sindy Raymond, North Bay Mariners Chapter
 Patti Scafidi, Member-at-Large

2016 National Convention:
 Capt. Chris Edyvean, Co-chair, Midwest Chapter; 
 Morris Harvey, Co-chair, Ocala Chapter
 Patti Scafidi, Member-at-Large
 Sindy Raymond, North Bay Mariners Chapter
 Carole Gutierrez, Oregon Chapter

Internet & Social Media:  
 Capt. Chris Edyvean, Midwest Chapter
 Morris Harvey, Ocala Chapter

Regional Vice Presidents

Region One - FL, PR
  Richard Arcand, Sarasota-Manatee Chapter; 5674 Bay Pine Lakes Blvd.,
 St. Petersburg, FL 33708; (727) 392-5648 - rearcand12@gmail.com

Region Two - AL, DE, GA, KY, MD, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA, DC, WV
 George Bruno, Vulcan Mariners Chapter; 2131 Highway 130 W.;
 Shelbyville, TN 37160; (510) 543-0966; gibruno@pacbell.net

Region Three - PA, NJ
 Howard Pfeifer (Interim); Three Rivers Chapter; 2592 Cole Rd.;
 Wexford, PA 15090-7805; (724) 935-6465; howdypfeifer@yahoo.com

Region Four - CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI, VT
 J. Fred Rodriguez, Edwin J. O’Hara Chapter; P. 0. Box 164; 
 Staten Island, NY 10301-0164; caronia010449@yahoo.com

Region Five - IA, IL, IN, MI, MN, NE, ND, OH, SD, WI
 Burt Young, Mo Valley Chapter; 7200 Van Dorn #318; 
 Lincoln, NE 68506; (402) 488-1576; layneeboz@gmail.com

Region Six - AR, AZ, KS, LA, MO, NM, OK, TX
 Bob Ross (Interim), Member-at-Large; 111 Stroud St.; 
 El Dorado, AK 71730-5353; (870) 863-4738; csknight@suddenlink.net

Region Seven - AK, CO, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY
 Carole Gutierrez, Oregon Chapter; 3740 NE 135th Ave.; 
 Portland, OR 97230; (503) 252-8250; photos.mcg@gmail.com

Region Eight - AUS, CA, HI
 Larry Starn, Sacramento Valley Chapter; 13973 Gas Canyon Dr.; 
 Nevada City, CA 95959-8802; (530) 2665-8340; lstarn139@comcast.net

Appointed Officers and Standing Committees

American Merchant Marine Veterans Leadership
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REGION 1

GULFSTREAM
Mercedes	Frassetti
10525	NW	71st	Street
Tamarac,	FL	33321-2237
(954)	720-1613
merru105@hotmail.com

OCALA
Morris	Harvey
PO	Box	418
Oxford,	FL	34484--0418
(352)	564	0267
morris27@centurylink.net

ROBERT J. MACALVANAH
Peter	Gannon
PO	Box	494141
Port	Charlotte,	FL	33949-4141
(941)	697-2123
pfg@poolmartspas

SARASOTA-MANATEE
Richard	Arcand
5674	Bay	Pine	Lakes	Blvd.
St.	Petersburg,	FL	33708-4513
(727)	392	5648
rearcand12@gmail.com

CA

AUS
HI

MN

WI

IN
IL

MI

OHNE

ND

SD

IA

NY

ME

NH
VT

MA
RICT

PA
NJ

AL

SC

GA

KY

TN

MS

NC

WV
VA

MD

FL

PR

Shawnee

St. Louis

Alubuquerque
AZ

MO

AROK

TX

KS

LA

NM

OR

WA

NV

ID

MT

UT

WY

CO

AK

REGION
 3

REGION
 1

REGION
7 REGION

 4

REGION
8

REGION
2

REGION
6

REGION
5

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Mary	Hodges
17754	Dracena	Circle
North	Ft.	Myers,	FL	33917-2011
(239)	543-4072
ffbmrsfb@comcast.net

REGION 2

MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST
Information	not	available	

VULCAN MARINERS
Denny	Capley
5213	Summerside	Drive
Tuscaloosa,	AL	35404-3640
(205)	553-4658

OTTO J. ERNST
John	Nowak
8463	Arrowpoint	Lane
Fort	Mill,	NC	29707-9740
(704)	904-2462
candjnowak@gmail.com

JOHN T. SCHMIDT
J.	Thomas	Schmidt
2517	Huntsman	Trail
Zebulon,	NC	27597-8512
victorylanec@victorylane.net

REGION 3

DENNIS A. ROLAND
Hank	Kaminski
PO	Box	351
Midland	Park,	NJ	07432-0351
(908)	638-8384
hskaminski@embarqmail.com

DELAWARE VALLEY
Bill	Lamac
PO	Box	57
Matamoras,	PA	18336-0057
(570)	491-5528

HIGH SEAS MARINER
Lawrence	Silver
54	Shadeland	Avenue
Drexel	Hill,	PA	19026-1021
(610)	284-0563
silverammvkvlj33@comcast.net

MARINERS OF PA
Walter	Luikart
1007	Kings	Chapel	Road
New	Castle,	PA	16105-4719
(724)	654-4271
walalui@aol.com

MON VALLEY
Gerard	Driscoll
5441	Sunset	View	Drive
Monongahela,	PA	15063-4626
(412)	384-6850
dris25@comcast.net

SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY
Edward	Moe
601	Carr	Hill	Road
Gettysburg,	PA	17325
(717)	642-9830

THREE RIVERS
Howard	Pfeifer
2592	Cole	Road
Wexford,	PA	15090-7805
(724)	935-6465
howdypfeifer@yahoo.com

REGION 4

EDWIN J. O’HARA
Gabriel	Frank
41	Thornwood	Drive
Poughkeepsie,	NY	12603-4630
(917)	545-0753
robertbrizel@aol.com

American Merchant Marine Veterans Chapters
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American Merchant Marine Veterans Chapters
by region with contact as of February 26, 2016

HUDSON VALLEY
J.	Wally	Hassett
40	Evergreen	Avenue
Clifton	Park,	NY	12065-4030
(518)	371-9162
wally9827@yahoo.com

NORTH ATLANTIC
Salvatore	Escaldi
71	Seffield	Avenue
West	Babylon,	NY	11704-5207
(631)	669-6805

OSWEGO VALLEY
Keith	Baker
2948	State	Route	3
Fulton,	NY	13069-4881
(315)	592-5608

PECONIC BAY
Ben	Balsamo
Southhampton,	
East	Patchogue,	NY	11969-0647
(631)	283-3722

REGION 5

MID WEST
Matthew	Clifford	
5905	S.	Naragansett	Avenue
Chicago,	IL	60638-3408
(773)	297	3705
cliffordmatthewd@yahoo.com

MO VALLEY MARINERS
Beech	Dale
17200	Van	Dorn,	#200
Lincoln,	NE	68506
(402)	489-7025

OHIO VALLEY
Bert	Hinds
7337	Lawyer	Road
Cincinnati,	OH	45244-3291
(513)	232	7540
speedhinds46@yahoo.com

REGION 6

CACTUS MARINERS
Lowell	Lowe
PO	Box	43691
Tucson,	AZ	85733-3691
(520)	297-6528
lhlowe1@msn.com

DESERT MARINERS 
William	Keim
8180	Del	Caverna	Dr.
Scottsdale,	AZ	85258-2360
(480)	391-2858
sirwilliamk25@gmail.com

MID AMERICA ANCIENT 
MARINERS
Chico	Menendez
621	W.	68th	Ter.
Kansas	City,	KS	64113-1954
(816)	210-0228

SS SAMUEL PARKER 
Jack	Grothe
PO	Box	20107
Saint	Louis,	MO	63123-0307
(314)	631-7492
jackgrothe@att.net

ROADRUNNER
Lou	Fetters
1016	Saratoga	Drive,	NE
Rio	Rancho,	NM	87144-3278
(505)	994	4845
lfetters1@msn.com

OKLAHOMA MARINER
Information	not	available

LONE STAR
Charles	Mills
PO	Box	841608
Pearland,	TX	77584-2031
(832)	499	8467
mcamco@aol.com

SS STEPHEN HOPKINS
Nelson	Smith
705	Nolte	Drive
Dallas,	TX	75208-6236
(214)	943-4546

REGION 7

ALASKA GREATLANDS
Eldon	Gallear
P.	O.	Box	879527
Wasilla,	AK	99687-9527

BEEHIVE MARINERS
“Jerry”	Nelson
2	Northridge	Lane
Sandy,	UT	84092-4902
(801)	572-5686
jerry.nelson@q.com

BIG SKY MARINERS
George	Salovich
PO	Box	1746
Polson,	MT	59860-1746
(406)	676	0530
vgeosal@gmail.com

HI SEA ERA
A.J.	“Dan”	Danna
11190	Vincent	Lane
Reno,	NV	89511-9562
(775)	853	5224

HIGH ROLLERS
Roy	Mahan
82	Scorpois	Island	Street	
Henderson,	NV	89012-5698
(702)	217	8407
meicoroy@aol.com

EMERALD SEA
Edgar	Lingenfield
55410	Delta	Drive
Blue	River,	OR	97413-9708
(541)	822-3760
beryllingenfield@hotmail.com

OREGON
Carole	Gutierrez
3740	NE	135th	Ave.
Portland,	OR	97230-2712
(503)	252-8250
photos.mcg@gmail.com

ROGUE VALLEY
David	Sergent
100	Sursimcorda	Heights
Jacksonville,	OR	97530-9443
(541)	899	7030
serjack@q.com

PUGET SOUND 
Diane	Losnegard	
825	S.	143rd	Pl.
Burien,	WA	98168-3627
(206)	243	9569
dlosnegard@msn.com

REGION 8

CARL W. MINOR
George	Hale
7862	Santa	Ynez	Avenue
Atascardero,	CA	93422-4025
(805)	461-1268
gnnhale@gmail.com

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA
Rufus	Hernandez
PO	Box	1382
Fresno,	CA	93716-1382
(559)	456-4801
russellbmm45@yahoo.com

CHINA COASTERS
Betty	Barham
PO	Box	20900
Long	Beach,	CA	90801-0900
(562)	436-6182

GOLDEN GATE
401	Van	Ness	Ave.,	#213-D
San	Francisco,	CA	94102
(415)	252-0760
mendezlaf@aol.com

HUMBOLDT BAY
Bill	T.	O’Donnell
P.	O.	Box	771
Bayside,	CA	95524-0771
billjr@odonnell.ws

NORTH BAY MARINERS
Michael	Hoge
344	Payran	St.	
Petaluma,	CA	94952-3208
(707)	763-8167	
peterhoge@hotmail.com

SACRAMENTO VALLEY
Ken	Blue	
14233	Tim	Burr	Lane
Grass	Valley,	CA	95945-7819
(530)	477-1908
ken1@nccn.net

SMALL SHIP MARINERS
Information	not	available
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 Origin of the 
American Merchant Marine Veterans  

 In March of 1983, Bob Lanyon placed a small ad in the Fort Meyer’s News Press 
which started off:

  Soon, Bob was contacted by several men and a meeting was held in Lehigh Acres, FL. In addition 
to Lanyon, it was attended by Edward Anderberg, Edwin Bodden, John Breaz, Ernie Fous, and 
Leon Kalwara. There was Another meeting in Fort Meyers on July 6, 1983. This gathering, with 13 
in attendance, resulted in the birth of an organization called “Merchant Marine Veterans,” to be a part 
of the “U.S. Merchant Marine Veterans of WWII.”
 Only a few weeks later, the Merchant Marine Veterans group went off on their own because their 
aims differed from that of the parent organization. They then chose to call themselves the American 
Merchant Marine Veterans – AMMV. They soon added its first chapter in San Pedro, CA – China 
Coasters. AMMV continued to recruit members from all over the United States. They incorporated in 
1984 with new Chapters forming throughout the country. The first National Convention was held in 
1987. Led by National President Santo I. Cerza, the convention was in San Pedro and was hosted by 
the China Coasters Chapter.
 One of the chief goals of these founding AMMV members was to obtain Veteran status for U.S. 
Merchant Mariners who served in WWII. The battle for veterans status had been waged for many 
years prior to AMMV joining the battle. In 1988 the United States Merchant Marine serving during 
World War II won veteran status and President Roosevelt’s promise to these fine, brave men finally 
was fulfilled.
 AMMV continued to grow and at one point had 74 chapters and some 5,000 members. The next 
battle, and one that is still being fought for today, is gaining “Just Recognition” for all that U.S. 
Merchant Mariners did for their country during World War II. Today, AMMV is much smaller and 
growing smaller each year as our members age and Cross the Final Bar.
 In recent years, AMMV has explored ways of bring on new, younger members expanding its 
presence into “cyber space” with presence on the Internet and Social Media. These younger people 
could carry on AMMV’s heritage by exploring ways of engaging Korean, Viet Nam and Gulf War 
veteran mariners in fighting for just recognition of their heroic contributions to our country’s military 
campaigns. 

“We are looking for all who served 
in the United States Merchant Marine during World War II. 

The brave deeds performed 
by the Merchant Marine must be recognized now.”
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Year Date Location President Host Chapters or Chairs
1987	 May	22	 San	Pedro,	CA	 Santo	I.	Cerza	 China	Coasters	Chapter
1988	 May	22	-	May	25		 San	Pedro,	CA		 Santo	I.	Cerza	 China	Coasters	&	Desert	Mariners	Chapters
1989	 May	11	-	May	14		 Fort	Lauderdale,	FL	 Santo	I.	Cerza	 Gulfstream	Chapter
1990	 May	25	-	May	28		 Nashville,	TN	 Capt.	Albert	Begelman	 Midsouth	Chapter
1991	 	 Las	Vegas,	NV	 Capt.	Albert	Begelman	 Desert	Mariners	&	Roadrunner	Chapters
1992	 June	7	-	June	12	 Ocean	City,	NJ	 Capt.	Albert	Begelman	 Dennis	A.	Roland	Chapter
1993	 June	13	-	16		 Portland,	OR	 Larry	Brooks	 Oregon	Chapter
1994	 May	15	-	May	18	 Las	Vegas,	NV	 Larry	Brooks	 Desert	Mariners	&	High	Rollers	Chapters
1995	 May	31	-	June	3		 Baltimore,	MD	 Larry	Brooks	 John	Brown	Chapter
1996	 May	19	-	May	22	 Las	Vegas,	NV	 George	Searle	 Desert	Mariners	&	High	Rollers	Chapters
1997	 June	3	-	June	7	 Chicago,	IL	 George	Searle	 Midwest	Chapter
1998	 May	31	-June	5	 Reno,	NV	 George	Searle	 Golden	Gate	Chapter
1999	 May	29	-	June	2	 Tampa,	FL	 George	Searle	 Chair:	John	W.	O’Connor
2000	 May	14	-	May	18	 Biloxi,	MS	 Coleman	“Coke”	Schneider	 Chair:	John	W.	O’Connor
2001	 May	11	-	May	15	 Dallas,	TX	 John	W.	O’Connor	 Stephen	Hopkins	Chapter
2002	 May	28	-	May	31	 Seattle,	WA	 Henry	Cap	 Puget	Sound	&	San	Juan	Chapters
2003	 May	5	-	May	8	 Atlantic	City,	NJ	 Henry	Cap	 Dennis	A.	Roland	Chapter
2004	 May	9	-	May	13	 Sacramento,	CA	 Henry	Cap	 Sacramento	Valley	Chapter
2005	 May	15	-	May	19	 Reno,	NV	 Frank	Dooley	 Golden	Gate	&	Port	of	Stockton	Chapters
2006	 May	24-	May	28	 Dallas/Fort	Worth,	TX	 Frank	Dooley	 Stephen	Hopkins	Chapter
2007	 May	16	-	May	20	 Linthicum	Heights,	MD	 Frank	Dooley	
2008	 May	24	-	May	27	 Portland,	Oregon	 A.J.	Wichita	 All	OR	&	SW	WA	Chapters
2009	 May	14	-	May	17	 Tampa,	FL	 A.J.	Wichita	 Chair:	Morris	Harvey
2010	 May	10	-	May	14	 Las	Vegas,	NV	 A.J.	Wichita	 High	Rollers	Chapter
2011	 May	15	-	May	19	 Reno,	NV	 A.J.	Wichita	 Golden	Gate	&	Sacramento	Valley	Chapters
2012	 June	4	-	June	7	 Linthicum	Heights,	MD	 Morris	Harvey	 Chair:	Morris	Harvey
2013	 April	28	-	May	3	 Branson,	MO	 Morris	Harvey	 Co-Chairs:	A.J.	Wichita	&	the	Knights
2014	 May	13	-	May	16	 Las	Vegas,	NV	 Morris	Harvey	 Chair:	Morris	Harvey
2015	 May	5	-	May	8	 Linthicum	Heights,	MD	 Morris	Harvey	 Chair:	Morris	Harvey
2016	 March	29	-	April	2	 New	Orleans,	LA	 Capt.	Chris	Edyvean	 Co-Chairs:	M.	Harvey,	C.	Edyvean

AMMV Conventions …
All around the U.S.
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Guest Speaker

Paul “Chip” Jaenichen
Maritime Administrator

U.S. Maritime Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation

Paul “Chip” Jaenichen
Maritime Administrator

U.S. Maritime Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation

  Paul “Chip” Jaenichen was appointed by President Obama and 
has served as since 25 July 2014.  He previously 
served as both Deputy and Acting Maritime 
Administrator from July 2012 to July 2014.
  Captain Jaenichen was a career naval 
officer, who retired after 30 years as nuclear 
trained Submarine Officer in the U.S. Navy.  
His final assignment was as Deputy Chief 
of Legislative Affairs for the Department of 
the Navy from October 2010 to April 2012.  He 
served as Commanding Officer of USS ALBANY 
(SSN 753) from 1999 to 2002 and as Commander, Submarine Squadron 
ELEVEN in San Diego, California from 2007 to 2008. His shore 
tours included assignments as Director, Submarine/Nuclear Officer 
Distribution where he was responsible for over 5200 officers; as 

Officer-in-Charge of Moored Training Ship 635, one of two nuclear powered training 
platforms in Charleston, South Carolina, where he was responsible for over 1200 

officer and enlisted operators; and as Chief, European and North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) Policy Division on the Joint Staff where he was responsible 
for military-to-military engagement with all 26 NATO member nations.  
   Captain Jaenichen's hometown is Brandenburg, Kentucky. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Ocean Engineering from the U.S. Naval Academy and a 

Masters in Engineering Management from Old Dominion University.  His wife, 
Paula Auclair Jaenichen, is a National Board Certified teacher and a small business 

owner in Vine Grove, KY.

About the MarAd
 Maritime Administration mission is to promote the development and maintenance of an adequate, 
well-balanced United States merchant marine, sufficient to carry the Nation’s domestic waterborne 
commerce, a major portion of its waterborne foreign commerce, and capable of service as a naval 
and military auxiliary in time of war or national emergency. The Maritime Administration also seeks 
to ensure that the United States maintains adequate shipbuilding and repair services, efficient ports, 
effective inter-modal water and land transportation systems, and reserve shipping capacity for use in 
time of national emergency.
 The National Defense Reserve Fleet are ships owned and maintained by the Maritime Administration. 
The fleet serves as a reserve of vessels which can be activated to help meet U. S. shipping requirements 
during a national emergency such as Hurricane Katrina.



Guest Speaker

David W. Heindel
Secretary-Treasurer

Seafarers International Union
 David Heindel has been the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Seafarers International Union; Atlantic, Gulf, 
Lakes and Inland Waters, since February 1997.
 Heindel began his career with the SIU in 
1973, when he graduated from the program 
for entry-level mariners conducted at the 
union’s affiliated training facility in Piney 
Point, Maryland. He primarily sailed aboard 
deep-sea vessels as a member of the engine 
department, before coming ashore in 1980 to work as a patrolman in his 
native New Orleans.
 Among the other jobs he has held with the union are patrolman at the 
SIU halls in Philadelphia and Baltimore, port agent at the Philadelphia 
hall and assistant vice president of the SIU’s Gulf Coast Region.
Heindel also formerly served as a vice president of the Pennsylvania  

State AFL-CIO and the Philadelphia Central Labor Council. He also was secretary-treasurer of the Delaware 
Valley and Vicinity Maritime Port Council of the AFL-CIO’s Maritime Trades Department.
 In August 2002, he was elected vice chairman of the International Transport Workers’ Federation’s 
(ITF’s) Seafarers’ Section. Since then, he extensively has worked – both domestically and as part of U.S. 
delegations in international forums – with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, the International 
Labor Organization and the International Maritime Organization on shipboard and port-security issues as 
well as the international project for a new Seafarers Identity Document. He also served as the US Labor 
representative during the ILO’s Maritime Labor Convention negotiations, which provides world mariners 
with comprehensive rights and protection at work for the world’s more than 1.2 million seafarers. He helped 
protect mariners’ rights under the International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (which took effect July 
2004), and he helped secure a new agreement for tens of thousands of mariners worldwide under the ITF’s 
International Bargaining Forum.
 During the ITF Congress in August 2006, he was elected to a four-year term as first vice chair of the 
Seafarers’ Section. At the ITF Congress in August 2010, he was elected chair of the ITF’s Seafarers’ Section 
and reelected in 2014, thereby becoming only the second American ever to hold that post.

David W. Heindel
Secretary-Treasurer

Seafarers International Union

About the SIU
 The Seafarers International Union is an organization of 12 autonomous labor unions of mariners, 
fishermen and boatmen working aboard vessels flagged in the United States or Canada. The organization 
has an estimated 35,498 members and is the largest maritime labor organization in the United States. 
 SIU represents mariners and boatmen who sail aboard U.S.-flagged vessels in deep sea, the Great 
Lakes and inland waterways. Membership are workers on the deck, steward, and engine departments. 
SIU members are represented aboard a wide variety of vessels, including: military support, commercial 
trade, tugboats, passenger ships, barges and gaming vessels. 
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Guest Speaker

About NOAA
 In 1807, President Thomas Jefferson founded the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey (as the Survey of the 
Coast) to provide nautical charts to the maritime community for safe passage into American ports and along our 
extensive coastline. The Weather Bureau was founded 1870 and, one year later, the U.S. Commission of Fish and 
Fisheries was founded. Individually, these organizations were America’s first physical science agency, America’s 
first agency dedicated specifically to the atmospheric sciences, and America’s first conservation agency.
 The cultures of scientific accuracy and precision, service to protect life and property, and stewardship of 
resources of these three agencies were brought together in 1970 as NOAA under the Department of Commerce.
 Today more than 22,500 people work for NOAA, including 321, NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps  –  one 
of the two non-military uniformed services of the United States (the other is the Department of Health). 

Rusty Albaral
Port of New Orleans 

Meteorological Officer
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)

Rusty Albaral
New Orleans Port Meteorological Officer

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration NOAA

   Rusty Albaral grew up in the New Orleans area before shipping off 
to the Marines in the early nineties. Upon completion of Boot Camp 
and Marine Combat Training, he received orders to the Surface Weather 
Observation Course at Keesler AFB, Biloxi, MS.
   After completion of the course and four years of operational weather 
observing, Rusty then attended the Meteorological and Oceanographic 
Analyst Forecasting Course back in Biloxi. After graduating from 
the course, he would go on to complete his 20 year Marine Corps 
career as a Lead Forecaster, Meteorological & Oceanographic Formal 
School Instructor, Instructor Supervisor, Commanding General’s Staff 

Meteorologist, Regional Technical Training Supervisor, and Lead Watch 
Supervisor. Along the way, Rusty deployed to Hungary/Kosovo to 
support the Kosovo Campaign and deployed to Iraq during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom.  In addition, he was twice 
awarded the Navy Commendation Medal 
for meritorious service and the Navy 

Achievement Medal twice for superior performance.
 Over the course of his 20 year military weather career, Rusty found 
his most rewarding tour was being a technical training instructor at the 
Meteorological and Oceanographic Analyst Forecaster’s Course on 
Keesler AFB. Rusty was designated a Master Training Specialist by the 
Naval Technical Training Unit, for excellence in technical competence, 
instructional methodology and military leadership. Upon retiring in 2013, 
Rusty attended and graduated with an Associate of Arts from Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College and is currently pursuing his Bachelor of Science degree in Applied Computing 
from Tulane University. In addition to his worldwide experience as an operational weather forecaster, Rusty 
genuinely enjoys teaching weather observing, forecasting, and weather awareness at any level. During his 
spare time, he spends as much time as possible on the water with family and friends.
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AND......He is ONE of US

Sheepshead Bay 1944, Proud to have served as a Merchant Mariner

On cover of 1944 Recruiting Magazine (left - 2nd from bottom)

st
1  Ship  T/2 Tanker  newly built as a fleet oiler (sent to So. Pacific)

Member engine crew (Fireman Wtr. Tender)

Has made 5 commercials  supporting A.M.M. Veterans

Has been interviewed by the W.W.II memorials in both 
Washington DC and New Orleans, LA

Dave Yoho Associates 10803 West Main Street  �  Fairfax, Virginia  22030
(703) 591-2490 � FAX (703) 273-6626 � dave@daveyoho.com

www.DaveYoho.com

ABOUT DAVE:
Graduate of Temple University

Graduate studies in Clinical Psychology - Rutgers University

First employment (1949) by a company eventually acquired 
by Reynolds Metals (building material products) - -            
SALES DEPARTMENT

Became top salesman in 500-man sales organization.  
Advanced through various managerial roles and was voted 
manager of the year, four years in a row

Started his own business at age 28 that became a conglomerate

Currently CEO of a consulting group:  represents national and 
international clients, many Fortune 500 Companies

Has appeared on most major TV talk shows including            
the Tonight Show and the Today Show

Has made over 5,000 paid presentations and has appeared       
in over 100 training films (video)

In 1981: received the Oscar of Public Speaking (The Cavett) 
and Dun's Business Report calls him the "SUPERSTAR OF 
MOTIVATION"

Received a gold record for his RCA Victor recording of   
“Don't Tell 'Em, Sell 'Em"

Author of a best-selling book, "Have A Great Year Every Year" 

Frequently quoted in Duns Business Report, Entrepreneur 
Magazine, Forbes, Wall Street Journal and numerous 
trade/industry publications

BIO/DATA - - DAVE YOHO

Guest Speaker
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      The United States Navy Sea Cadet Corps 

The sea Cadet program gives young men and woman ages 11 thru 
18 the opportunity to test drive the Navy without any commitment to 
the Service. The Eisenhower  Squadron was Chartered in April of 
1972out at the Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base in Belle 
Chasse, Louisiana and is considered one of the oldest Sea Cadet 
units in the country that is still  in operation today. The Cadets in this 
Squadron come from as far west as St. James parish and as far 
south as Plaquemine Parish in  Military sponsored training and Com-
munity Service.  The Eisenhower Squadron is Command by Lieuten-
ant Commander Shawn Turpin, The Executive Officer, Ensign Jose’ 
Campuzano and Cadet Command Chief Petty Officer Dominico  
Cornella. 

Navy Sea Cadet Corps Color Guard 
30th Annual National Convention 

of the American Merchant Marine Veterans, Inc.  
 

Color Guard Commander: Cameron Diagle 
Asst CG Commander: Alicia Burnette 

Right Rifle: Bishop Heister 
Left Rifle: Fabian Gonzalez 
Instructor: Ens Burnette 

Color Guard



 His works are often precise depictions of 
boats on the water, with lines sails, hulls 
and tillers drawn with almost photographic realism capturing the beauty 
and solitude of life on the water. An artist whose work is much sought 
after by collectors of marine-related imagery, Scafidi’s artistic education 
happened while at seas. He captained merchant marine vessel and served as 
Maritime Attaché in Italy and Greece, U.S. delegate to NATO. 
Scafidi is a Graduate of the United States Merchant Marine Academy and 
owned his own shipping company before retiring. In 1996 he began his 
three-year trek, traversing the Caribbean with his wife and family on their 
wooden ketch Blew Max. They landed on St. Croix and stayed for 10 years. 

He was commissioned by ‘yachties’ everywhere to portrait 
their boats. Some of his commissioned works are for the 
Galveston Historical Foundation (Elissa); Biloxi Seafood 
Industry Museum (Glenn L. Swetman); Battleship Memorial 
Park, Mobile, Alabama (battleship Alabama); and the for the 
First Bank of Louisiana, Mandeville City Hall, Mandeville, 
Louisiana (schooner Governor Stone).
Scafidi is a hard man to find but he is recently known to live 
on the Gulf Coast in Mississippi

Delighted to be at the 30th 
National Convention of AMMV                   

as a member and fan! 

Meet the Man Behind the Art

All Things Marine! - Don Scafidi - Marine Artist

Scafidi now makes his work available in cards 
and prints. Use www.donscafidi.com to order. 

25% of the purchase goes to AMMV.
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-E-
John Eastland
Francis H. Elmerick
Bert Enestvedt
Donald B. Engler
Harold Englert
Captain Edward M. Evans

-F-
Lyle O. Fagan
Benjamin Fischman
David T. Fitzgerald
Edward A. Forrester
John A. Forsberg
Calvin L. Foster
Kenneth L. Fought
Stephen R. Franks

-G-
Robert S. Gates
JOHN G. Gidzinski
K. Gross
William L. Gunn
Max A. Gutierrez

-H-
Jack Hamilton
William G. Hart
Walter R. Hartman, Sr.
Lucille A. Hay
Robert W. Hayes
Myron Healman

In loving memory of
(Since our last convention as reported to our National office)

A-
Tony Albarello

-B-
James H. Baker
George Beach, JR.
Harold E. Beckles
George Benko
Earl K. Bittner
Richard G. Blair
Andrew N. Boney
William A. Brewer
John W. Bench
Cyril E. Butler

-C-
Joe Camperson
Edward R. Clary
Joseph P. Cleary
James A. Collins, Jr.
William T. Conley
William Cook
Robert L. Corda
Francis M. Corder
Donald E. Cross
William J. Crowley

-D-
Enrique “Chuck” De La Rosa
Ronald Dernbach
T. Earl Diffee
Henry J. Dunlap

There are no roses on a sailor’s Grave, 
No lilies on an ocean wave; 

The only tribute is the seagull’s sweeps 
And the teardrops that a sweetheart weeps.
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James Heider
Cletus Heinritz
James M. Herr
Allen M. Hill
William E. Hoza
Frank Hughes

-J-
Edward Jensen
Arnold Johnson
Henri L. Johnson
Melvin S. Joneson
Paul E. Jungermann

-K-
Warren F. Kayler
William F. Kirschbaum
Ken Klepach
Walter Kowalewich
Henry Kvist

-L-
Joseph Lappin, Sr.
Amadeo La Torres
Peter Laue
Gilbert G. Laws
Donald R. Leetz
Lawrence Lemelbaum
Jack J. Long

-M-
William G. Macrides
Richard Mallett
Leo Manus
Earl Martin
Roland “Mike” Marshall
Emory A. Massman, Jr.
Stanley S. Matable
James F. Mc Cullough
Joseph R. Mc Loughlin
Charles E. Mc Mahel
Leonard B. Melley, Sr.

Jesse E. Melton
Lupe V. Mendez
Frank Merrill
John Mikolajewski
Xavier F. Milkowski
Zollie T. Mitchell
John R. Murphy

-N-
Henry R. Newton
Milton G. Nottingham
Albert J. Nowak

-O-
David E. Obera
William O’Donnell
Francis “ED” OlawskiI
Walter J. Oldendorf

-P-
George E. Pascoe
Paul S. Plesnarski
Donald J. Priebe
Frank Pugliesi

-R-
José A. Ramirez
Sidney A. Rhoney
Richard A. Rice
Carl B. Robbert, Sr.
Raymond C. Ross

those who have crossed the final bar

Muriel Rothwell
-S-
George Shaughnessy
Kenneth R., Snow, Sr.
Philip Southwell
Orville Sova
Harold E. Spencer
Herman “Gerry” Starnes
P. Lyle Sterrett
Jack L. Straayer
Eli Sutker

-T-
Donald L. Trimbath

-V-
F. O. “Clarke” Valles
John J. Varnak

-W-
Andrew C. Wagner
Paul P. Wagner
Wilbur J. Wallace, Sr.
Carl Wertz
Harold F. West
Joohn E. White
David H. Williams
Arthur Witt
Walter K. Wojtasinski
James W. Wood, Jr.
John G. Wood, Jr.

Be sure to check out our website
www.ammv.us

Everything about AMMV and more!
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For their dedicated service
to these United States
in Peace and in War,

MM&P Salutes
AMERICAN MERCHANT MARINERS. 

THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF
MASTERS, MATES & PILOTS

Donald J. Marcus Steven Werse 
International President International Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 Wayne Farthing Donald Josberger David H. Boatner 
 VP – Offshore Gulf Ports VP – Offshore Atlantic Ports VP – Offshore Pacific Ports 
 
 George A. Quick C. Michael Murray Ronald Tucker 
 VP – Pilotage VP – United Inland Group VP – Atlantic Maritime Group 



24

2016
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The Kings Point Club  
Of 

 Washington DC 

!  
Salutes the Merchant Marine Veterans of World War II  

and honors those who have and continue to serve  
"in peace and war" in our U.S. Merchant Marine 
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Good Luck & Best Wishes
for a

Successful Convention
Gulfstream Chapter

Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Capt. Liz Clark, President
Stanley Blumenthal, V.P. 

Mercedes Frassetti, Sec/Tre
Robert Kenney, Sgt at Arms

In memory of our chapter members 
who have crossed the Bar

Gone but not forgotten



CONGRATULATIONS 
TO AMMV 

30th ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

2016  
Hilton Hotel At The Airport 

New Orleans, Louisiana   

OFFICERS: Morris Harvey, CEO 
V-CEO: Dominic Carpani  

Larry Duncan, Treas 

 

 

OCALA CHAPTER MEMBERS 

Dennis E. Foley 

Mellisa Furman 

Fredrick Jonassen 
Robert A. Kulick 
Capt. Ed Lanni 
James        Lee 
Dina Loftin 
Raymond Masone 
Mary McCamy 

Joseph Bracken 

John M. Barkus 
Charles Bland 
William Budin 
Charles Calhoun 
Leo Ciskiewicz 

Raymond Nash 
Scott O'Conner 
David Olson 
Justin Ostro 
Vernon L. Savage 
Robert C. Stone 
David Swan 
Melvin J. Traub 
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The

Maritime Trades Department, AFL-CIO

Gratefully Honors the 

American Merchant 
Marine Veterans

Good Luck with Your 30th Convention

You Are the Fourth Arm of Defense 

MICHAEL SACCO 
President

DANIEL DUNCAN 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
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Missouri Valley Mariners
The following Chapter Members would like to take this opportunity 
to wish the best of everything for the 30th National Convention of 

the American Merchant Marine
Officers

LeRoy Dittmar (president), Seward, NE  •  Jack Wolff (vice president), Omaha, NE  •  
Burt Young (RVP) Lincoln, NE  •  Beech Dale (secretary), Lincoln, NE  •  Ed Craig (treasurer), Omaha, NE

Members 
•   Jim Adams, Ames, IA  •  June Beachler, Wichita, KS  •  J. M. “Jeff” Cold, Omaha, NE  •  James W. Greer, Bennington, NE  

•  Captain Lee Havorka, Rapid City, SD  •  “Mel” Hewett, Papillion, NE  •  Templer Kruger, Bristol, VA  •  Donald Alden, 
Shellsburg, IA  •  Edward Mansfield, Sioux Falls, SD  •  Roy Boyd, Des Moines, IA  •  Robert Calhoun, Hot Springs, SD  

•  Paul Coyle, Lincoln, NE  •  Peter Heineman, Council Bluffs, IA  •  Jerry Hill, Milwaukee, WI  •  Richard Jorgensen, Omaha, NE  
•  Bill Pavkov, Hastings, IA  •  Francis Reynolds, Brunswick, NE  •  Edward “Eddie” Sexton, Jr., Lincoln, NE  •  Lyle E. Storm 

(Senior Judge), Omaha, NE  •  Charles Wehrer, Ohaha, NE  •  “Gene” Hertel, Des Moines, IA  •  Mike Boosalas, Minneapolis, MN  
•  Beth Olson, Omaha, NE  •  Dale Powell, Camache, IA  •  James Schmidt, Washington, IA  

•  T. J. “Terry” Shea, Council Bluffs, IA  •  Wilson Swilley, Persia, IA 

Pictured below you see the entrance of the Veterans Memorial Garden and the Merchant Marine Memorial located 
in Antelope Park in Lincoln, NE. This garden is the only “one of its kind” in the U.S. Notice the walk-way in the picture. 
As you take this walk, you pass 24 memorial monuments. The purpose of this garden is to (1) memorialize those who 
gave their lives, (2) experience a stimulation of interest for veterans and (3) serve to enlighten the public of the cost of 
war. Chapter member “Beech” Dale was one of the early chairmen and was on the Mayor’s Advisory Council for the 
Garden’s development. These 24 monuments are magnificent in structure. More than $700,000 has been spent which 
included ground preparation. Fifty Flags fly on special days and there are four celebrations annually. 

Come for a visit and we’ll gather with mariners and see this garden.
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Order your 
copy now!

Call
(800)788-7654

or order online at 
www.dorrancebooks.com 

Life on a 
Bluenose

Life of a 
Merchant Mariner 

serving during 
the cold war.

HIGHEST W.W. II CASUALTIES

Members of the U.S. Merchant Marine serving 
aboard U.S., cargo ships and tankers during W.W. II 
suffered a greater percentage of war related deaths 
then did the nation’s regular forces combined.

TONY PETROVICH, MERCHANT MARINER

57 Years, Three wars, 100 Ships
Around The World 10 Times

One Thousand Houses of Ill Repute
732-2955-1403

DENNIS A. ROLAND CHAPTER
P.O. BOX 306 • MIDLAND PARK, NJ 07432
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SUPPORT HR563 - "HONORING OUR WWII VETERAN MERCHANT MARINERS 
ACT OF 2015" 

Please  support  the  house  bill  to  send  a  belated  thank  you  to  our  surviving  WW2  Merchant  
mariners.  Without  them  Soldiers  and  Sailors  like  my  father  Re>red  C.S.M.  Elmer  Ross  Gibson  
would  not  have  been  able  to  win  WW2  or  any  other  war  since  or  before.  It  is  >me  that  
Congress  recognizes  the  sacrifices  that  the  U.S.  Merchant  Marine  have  made  in  the  past.    
Contact  your  Congressional  Rep  and  ask  them  to  Cosponsor  this  BILL,  before  they  are  gone.      

  

RespecJully,  
Dale  Gibson  

Able  Seaman/Boatswain  
Sailors  Union  of  the  Pacific  

SUPPORT HR563 
 “HONORING OUR WWII VETERAN MERCHANT MARINERS ACT OF 2015

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Gibson ★ Able Seaman/Boatswain ★ Sailors Union of the Pacific

Please support the House Bill to send a belated thank you to our 
surviving WW2 Merchant Mariners. 

Without them, Soldiers 
and Sailors like my father, 
Retired C.S.M. Elmer Ross 
Gibson, would not have been able 
to win WW2 or any other war since 
or before. 
It is time that Congress 
recognized the sacrifices that the U. 
S. Merchant Marine have made in 
the past. 
Contract your 
Congressional Rep; ask 
them to Cosponsor this 
BILL before they are gone. 
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Congratulations on the  30th National Convention

John T. Schmidt 
Palmetto Mariners

South Carolina

Lyle O. Fagan
November 3, 1927 - January 17, 2016

U.S. Merchant Marine Combat Veteran
Joined at age 16 (under age)

“It is foolish and wrong to 

mourn the men who died. 

Rather we should thank God 

that such men lived.”

 … Gen. George S. Patton
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World War II Memorial in Butler, PA
Erected by the Mariners of Pennsylvania

A Chapter of the American Merchant Marine Veterans

Mariners of Pennsylvania
An Active AMMV Chapter

Congratulations and Smooth Sailing 
for a Successful Convention

President: Walter Luikart
VP: Steve Habay

Sec/Treasurer: Anna Ferguson
Chaplain: Edmund Kinter

Newsletter Editor: Eleanor Adamson

Ken Bleakney, Grady Cooper, Joseph Finnick, Charles Hardt, 
Pete Madden, Norma Paxton, Frank Reichart,

Walter Scott, Arlene Scott Thomas, John Marzovich, 
Beverly Schneck, Herbert Wellman
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HOWARD W. PFEIFER
President

AUGUST “TED” PACE
Vice President

FRANCIS C. HYNDS
Secretary

CAPTAIN JOHN SCOTT NOWAK
Treasurer

Three Rivers Chapter
SERVING THE GREATER PITTSBURGH AREA

In Peace and War
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1701 E. Front Street    Traverse City, MI 49686

877-824-SHIP
www.nmc.edu/maritime

48
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The great grandchildren of AJ Wichita salute the 
Merchant Marines for their service and sacrifice! 

We love you, Pop!  
Love, Cooper (3), Elise (3), Lindley (2), & Paisley (1)  
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to	
New	Orleans,	LA

A salute to all veterans of World War II,                           
the Korean conflict and Vietnam 

Lloyd Prescott:	1944	cadet	on	the	SS Matsonia	carrying	troops	to	the	
South	Pacific	from	West	Coast	US	ports	to	New	Hollandia	and	other	
New	Guinea	ports	with	stop	overs	in	Hawaii	to	discharge	needed	personnel.

JUST RECOGNITION – H.R. 563 

Contact Congresswoman Janice Hahn ( CA 44) and  Congressman John Duncan, Jr.  (TN 2) to 
thank them  for sponsoring HR 563. Contact other Merchant Marine Veterans (there are less 
than 5,000 of us left) and ask them to call their representatives and ask for support of this bill 
–  H.R. 563 – which, upon passing, will recognize Merchant Mariners for our service during 
WWII with a $25,000 bonus to help make up for our exclusion from the GI Bill and other 

benefits afforded members of the Armed Services. 

1-781-544-3626	 ★	 Cell:	 1-781-771-8392	 ★	 Fax:	 1-781-544-0190	 ★	 Email:	 louds360@hotmail.com


















Welcome 
American Merchant Marine Veterans 

See You There!
Lloyd W. Prescott



As mankind first evolved they began to make 
judicious decisions. Two people could solve more 

problems than one. Two people could also create 
more people. And since our maker made it a fun 

thing to do our world population has grown to 7.3 
billion people. In europe as communities became 

more populated people began to move to new lands and then across 
the sea. In the land which became known as America, the natives 
had not seen the white face before. Despite the difference in 
appearance these new visitors were whole-heartedly welcomed at 
the time. The visitors or immigrants brought new skills to this 
unblemished land and new communities sprung up with common 
courtesies established in which to live by.

Back in jolly old England it was not uncommon                                   
to throw the contents of a thunder pot 
(commode) out of a second story window 
whenever it needed to be emptied. In this new 
country people had plenty of land and                             
had “outhouses” built a distance away from the main living space. 
This deliverance and others from England’s normal living conditions 
no doubt helped populate the new world. Now that people did not 
have to live on top of each other in America, the abundance of land 
gave the new arrivals space for a home, a garden and space for an 
outdoor privy (outhouse).

Boundary recognition for property owners was still 
necessary. In the city, home owners built fences, 
gates, doors and windows that could be locked. As 
farms developed, these too were fenced in. Doors and 

locks helped maintain privacy and ownership of the possessions 
within, and it may very well have helped keep errant passions from 
becoming public knowledge. This could not be considered a 
guarantee but it has been reported to be helpful.

As a country, America, (the United 
States) could be accessed through our 
Canadian and Mexican borders. Our 
neighbors from the north and the south are 
both good friends and good trading partners. 
Our enemies lay across the seas. Some would blow us out 
of the western hemisphere if they knew how, but they did not. America 
was blessed with a vibrant merchant marine and trade our goods world 
wide. Our businessmen also carry on a very large trade within our own 
country using the thousands of miles of internal waterways that connect 
many of the states and canada.

America is the land of the “free and the brave” 
and the most desired country in which to have 
citizenship. Our country is protected by an “all 
volunteer” army, navy, marine corp and coast 
guard which have bravely fought several wars
to maintain our freedoms. Each year the 

citizens celebrate on the “fourth of july” this hard won freedom with 
gusto and fireworks.

Our school children pledge their allegiance to the United States of 
America in the classrooms every school day. They learn to show respect 
to this nation and to honor the legions of men and women who fought 
and died for our liberty so our citizens could live in peace and to enjoy 
the greatest prosperity of any nation on earth.           

The value of liberty is clearly voiced by one of America’s earliest patriots 
and founders, Patrick Henry when he spoke these 
words “give me liberty or give me death!”…… 
please realize your brother, your sister or your 
father and your kinfolk also pledged to give 
their life for America’s freedom, and its citizens, 
when they signed on to serve in America’s 
armed forces.
                               by A.J. Wichita
 

Friends  
Neighbors

&

God bless the armed services 
that guarantee our freedom.

L i b e r t y  O r  D e a t h
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Matthews Brothers, Inc. is an owner-operated 
specialty marine services company based out 
of Pass Christian, Mississippi. We are registered 
to do business in Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, and Texas.

PO Box 178
Pass Christian, MS 39571
455 Fleitas Avenue
Pass Christian, MS 39571

Phone:  (228) 452-0804        Fax  (228) 452-1510       E mail:  mail@matthewsbrothersinc.net
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From left to right: Eugene Giblin; George T. Hayden; Captain James B. Giblin, Vice 
President; Guadalupe R. Perez; Charles Mills, Secretary/Treasurer; 
Santos Flores, President; Theron Varvil.

Greetings
From the Lone Star Chapter, Houston

 Home of Super Bowl #51 (LI)

Best Wishes for a Successful Convention

LONE STAR CHAPTER
NEWS

Monthly Publication of the Lone Star Chapter 
of the American Merchant Marine Veterans

P.O. Box 841608
Pearland, TX 77584-2021
Charles A. Mills, Editor

 Santos Flores James R. Giblins Charles A. Mills
 President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer
 832-499-8467 281-648-0910 713-436-1638
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SMOOTH SAILING FOR A SUCCESSFUL  
30TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

 
SS STEPHEN HOPKINS CHAPTER 
DALLAS/FORT WORTH, TEXAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER MEMBERS 

M. Udell Bell Donna Brantner Mildred Byrd 
Roscoe Canada John W. Casey  Franklin Custard 
Al D’Agostino [1st Mate] Barbara D’Agostino [Secretary] Abe Goldfarb 
Harold & Mickey Greer  Charlene Holt Bryan & Atchara Lee 
Billy & JoAnna Lewis William F. Lyon John Peterlin III 
Charley Ray Pixler Joe & Tammy Pixler Mike Pixler [Purser] 
Ruby Pixler Roscoe Reeves J.C. (Jay) Seals 
Michael A. Slezak Charles Smith Nelson Smith [Skipper] 
Priscilla Southwell Mrs. Harold West A. J. Wichita [2nd Mate] 
John K. Wright Clarence Young 

 
PREVIOUS SS STEPHEN HOPKINS CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 

FRANK KODELJA – RICHARD BORCZAK – CHARLES ULLRICH – WILLIAM BENTLEY 
A.J. WICHITA – JOHN MCSPADDEN – AL D’AGOSTINO – JOE CAMPERSON 

 

 
 

 
 

SS Stephen Hopkins Chapter memorial 
located at the Dallas-Fort Worth 

National Cemetery since 2004    
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Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association 
District No. 1-PCD (AFL-CIO) 

 
 

H. Marshall Ainley 
M.E.B.A. President 

 
Bill Van Loo 

Secretary-Treasurer 

 
Tracy Burke 

Government Fleet Rep. 

Adam Vokac 
Executive Vice President 

 
Chris Guerra 

Atlantic Coast Vice President 
 
Phil Sistrunk 

Gulf Coast Vice President 
 
 

 

 

 
 

M.E.B.A. Headquarters – 444 North Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 800 – Washington D.C. 20001 
Phone: (202) 638-5355 - Fax: (202) 638-5369 – mebahq@mebaunion.org - www.mebaunion.org 

M.E.B.A. is the nation's oldest maritime labor union, established in 1875. We represent 
licensed engine and deck officers aboard seagoing vessels, ferries and government- 
contracted ships. Our members also serve on tugs and barges, research vessels and in 
various capacities in the shoreside industries. In wartime, our members have sailed in 
virtually unarmed merchant ships delivering critical defense cargo despite attacks from 

enemy aircraft, submarines and warships. 

 
 
 

 

   Honoring our Merchant Mariners Past & Present                                                                                                                         
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Chapter officers
Earl Giggers, President

Lloyd Englert, Vice President (d)
Linda Roberts, Secretary/Treasurer

Max Gutierrez (d), President Emeritus
Timothy Munson, Chaplain

Carole Gutierrez, Salty Dog Editor

2015-2016
Oregon Chapter Membership Roster

Oregon Chapter numbers have nearly doubled this year because the Southern Oregon and Mid-Columbia 
Chapters have disbanded and their members have joined the Oregon Chapter.  

Full members

Charles”Chuck” Allen
Lovonna Anderson
Robert E. Andrew
Willard W. Bartlett 
Carl Baxter
M. Brons
Ben Brown
Janell Cauble
Nelson Cauble
Robert Cauble
Shirley Cauble
Al Chavez
Harvey Denison
Albert Dilnik
James W. DiVall
Betty Doble
Wesley Door
Delmer L. Eisert
Harold L. Englet
John Fain
Vi Foraker
Russel Garland
Clyde Garren
Earl L. Giggers
Carole Gutierrez 
Melrae Hanly
Gunder Hansen
Richard L. Harriman
* Ruthann Heineken
Ronald Holmquist
Adelie Holmquist
Robert L. Hudson
Tommy Hudson
Bill Hughes
Donna Jordon
Lauren Jordon
Ted Joten
John Knecht
Arlene Knecht

Dexter Lien
Wally Lien

William Marker
Zed Merrill

Lyle McKinstry
Michael Miller

Rufus Miller
Maylan Mills
Fred Moyer

Timothy L. Munson
Bill Noah

Marvin Perrault
Howard Prentice

Linda Roberts
Lewis Routon

Thomas Salvino
Dale Shelton

Doris Shelton
David Shelton

Harold Skinner
Ernie V. Smith

J. A. “Andy” Vigil
Helen Wallin

Lawrence Wallin
Fred Waring

Harold Whitney
James Widder
John Williford

Iman Wintz
Paula Wintz

Paul L. Worthy

Associate members

Char Dilnik
Eleanor Giggers

Richard Hart
Nancy Munson

Mary Paulus
Miriam Reyes

Wanda Vigil

National Vice President Nelson Cauble  RVP Carole Gutierrez

Oregon Chapter
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The

Seafarers International Union
Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters, AFL-CIO

Respectfully Salutes the

American Merchant 
Marine Veterans

Best Wishes on Your National Convention

Thank You for Your Service to Our Country

MICHAEL SACCO 
President

AUGUSTIN TELLEZ 
Executive Vice President

DAVID HEINDEL 
Secretary-Treasurer

GEORGE TRICKER 
Vice President Contracts

DEAN CORGEY 
Vice President Gulf Coast

HEADQUARTERS: 5201 Auth Way, Camp Springs, Maryland  20746 
(301) 899-0675 n www.seafarers.org



 A person with 
courage, honor, 
and integrity 
who refused to 
compromise the 
truth, regardless of 
the consequences. 

He fought many 
battles trying to 
protect the right 
of seamen and had 
to pay a price for 
it on more than on 
occasion. He was 
always looking for 
ways to make going 
to sea a better and 
safer place for 
those of us who 
chose the “sea-
going profession.”  

Capt. Domenic A. Calicchio, USCG/USMM

May he have found smooth sailing on his Final Voyage. 
The Calicchio Family

In 1945, 

The	U.S.	Coast	Guard	established	the
Domenic A. Calicchio Award	in	2007	to	be
presented	to	a	graduate	of	the	Investigation	Officer	Course	who	best	
exemplifies	the	old	man’s	code:	“You did what you knew was right, not 
what anyone told you, you thought for yourself and did the right thing. 
You listened to people, but in the end you were your own person, and 
any compromise with something you knew was wrong violated the old 
man’s code.” 




