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Thank you, 
American Merchant 
Marine Veterans.

NATIONAL L IBERTY SHIP MEMORIAL •  45 P IER ,  SUITE 4A •  SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133-1022

FIND US ONLINE AT SSJEREMIAHOBRIEN.ORG OR CALL (415) 544-0100

VISIT US AT PIER 45, FISHERMAN’S WHARF, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Join us in our mission to preserve, for present and future generations, the story of 

the patriotic and brave men and women who built, sailed and defended the 

American-built World War II ships known as Liberties. No previous maritime 

experience is required, just a willingness to learn and time to volunteer. 

Join the Crew



Welcome
to the 

American Merchant Marine Veterans

31st

National Convention

Sands Regency Casino and Hotel

Reno, NV
 March 26 - March 30, 2017



A Special Thank You 
A special thanks to all of the individuals, chapters, and outside organizations who purchased space in this book.                   

Your support is greatly appreciated! 

Speakers 

Dave Yoho, Dave Yoho Associates; 10803 West Main St, Fairfax, VA 22030 

William Geroux, author of The Mathews Men: Seven Brothers and the War Against Hitler’s U-boats 

Captain Harry Bolton, California Maritime Academy 

Jeremy Hope, West Coast Agent, International Organization of Masters, Mates, & Pilots 

David Alberg, Sanctuary Superintendent, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

Father Sinclair Oubre, Apostleship of the Sea – USA 

Douglas Alvord, artist/author 

Extra Special Thanks to: 

California Maritime Academy 

Dave Yoho 

Gary Sinise Foundation 

**************************************************************************** 

2017 Convention Committee 
Committee Co-Chairmen 

Frank Mendez, Golden Gate Chapter 
Ken Blue, Sacramento Valley Chapter 

Robert Ulrich, Sacramento Valley Chapter 
 

Finance & Registration   Sindy Raymond, North Bay Mariners Chapter  
Memory Book Design & Production  Carole Gutierrez, Oregon Chapter  
Memory BOOK Sales   Patti Scafidi, Member-At-Large 
 
Nominating & Credentials Officer  Richard “Ben” Benjamin, Member-At-Large 
Chaplain     Bob Ross, Member-At-Large 
 

Supporting Members 
 

Margaret Court, Richard A. Hill, Carol Ann Mendez, Mary Murphy, Sally Raanes, Alexander J. Romo,       
Larry Starn, Nancy Ulrich, Harold J. Wagner, Katharina Wagner, Christian Yuhas 
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AMMV 31st National Convention
Reno, Nevada – March 26 – March 30, 2017 

Sands Regency Hotel   

Notes: All activities listed below will be in rooms on the Mezzanine of the Regency Tower. 

Sunday, March 26 

13:00 – 17:30  Convention Registration – Regency Room E & F; 
Hospitality Room open 

18:30 – 20:30  Board of Directors Meeting, room TBD 

Monday, March 27 

09:00 – 11:30 Opening ceremonies; President’s Report; Status of Korean War 
Merchant Mariners Veterans application 

12:00 – 13:30 Ladies Luncheon; Hospitality Suite opens 
13:30 – 16:00 National Elections/Resolutions/By-Laws  
16:00 – 16:30 Guest Speaker: Fr. Sinclair Oubre 
17:30 – 18:30 Hospitality Suite Open 
18:30 -   BANQUET; Guest speaker: Jeremy Hope, Pacific Ports Agent, 

International Organization of Masters, Mates, & Pilots 

Tuesday, March 28 

09:00 – 10:30  General Session 
11:00 – 16:00 Bus Tour: Lunch buffet at Grand Sierra Hotel; Harrah’s Auto Showroom 

(tour of antique cars); visit Planetarium at University of NV-Reno 
11:00 – 16:00 Hospitality Room open with Sally & Roy; late Registration 

(Free night to explore or gamble) 

Wednesday, March 29 

08:00 – 09:15 Dave Yoho, WWII MM Vet & motivation speaker 
09:30 – 10:45 Guest Speaker: William Geroux, author of “The Mathews Men: Seven 

Brothers and the War against Hitler’s U-boats” 
10:45 – 11:00 ‘Remembrance Ceremony’ for M/S City of New York, torpedoed 75 years 

to the day (March 29th, 1942). Baby Jesse Mohorovic born in lifeboat 
while awaiting rescue; survivors/descendants of incident to be in 
attendance. Dr. Leonard Conly will be posthumously honored as WWII 
MM Veteran.  

11:00 – 12:30  Lunch break (Hospitality Room open) 
12:30 – 15:00 Guest speakers/presenters: Mr. David Alberg, NOAA Sanctuary 

Superintendent; Mr. Douglas Alvord, sculpture artist 
15:00 – 16:00 “Open Mic” 
16:00 – 17:00 Hospitality Room open 
17:30 -  FAREWELL BANQUET; Guest Speaker: Captain Harry Bolton, 

California Maritime Academy, Master of Training Ship Golden Bear. 
50/50 drawing; awards ceremony; entertainment: Sally & Roy 

Thursday, March 30  HOMEWARD BOUND 
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Captain Christopher Edyvean
AMMV National President

National Headquarters:  2722 Maynes Ct.  l  Santa Rosa, CA 95405  l   (707)546-6349  l  email: saaren@sonic.net

WELCOME TO THE 
“BIGGEST LITTLE CITY IN THE WORLD”

     I am pleased to welcome you to the 31st National Convention 
of the American Merchant Marine Veterans at the Sands Regency 
Casino & Hotel. Reno has been the location of three previous AMMV 
conventions and numerous regional conferences. The familiarity of 
Reno in conjunction with the fair pricing offered at this venue is sure to 
contribute to a positive experience.
     We have an exciting line-up of activities, speakers, and 
entertainment. Headlining this list is Dave Yoho, who is kindly returning 
and is sure to deliver a dazzling speech. If there is any theme to this 
convention, it is the 75th anniversary of the height of the “Battle of the 
Atlantic.” We have a variety of presentations relating to this period, 
including an appearance by William Geroux, author of The Mathews 
Men: Seven Brothers and the War Against Hitler’s U-boats.
     I look forward to your participation in the business meetings as we 
work together to face the many organizational challenges that lie ahead. 
All AMMV members are invited to sit in on the Board of Directors 
meeting on March 26th.

 If you are a World War II Merchant Marine or Armed Guard Veteran, 
I hope you have a wonderful experience in reuniting with your “shipmates”. Our other attendees — family 
members, friends, supporters, and younger mariners – are honored to be here with you. Together, we will 
celebrate the legacy of the United States Merchant Marine.

 Thank you all for being a part of this 31st AMMV celebration!

Sincerely,

Capt. Christopher Edyvean
AMMV National President





Welcome to the 31st National AMMV Conference.  As 

one of the host chapters, we are especially hopeful 
that this will be a conference you fondly remember.

Many years ago Bob Ulrich took the above picture of the famous 

Sacramento Draw Bridge.  He was aboard the training vessel 
“Brute” during a high water year when he snapped the shutter.   It 

hasn't been that wet since, until this year.

AMMV member Bill Fairfield, now in his 90's, remembers when he 

and a high school friend, both 14 and full of youthful exuberance, 
stowed away on the bridge and rode to the top as it opened.  

Needless to say, they both survived but got the chewing out of their 

young lives afterwards and Bill got another story for his collection.  
Heave Ho.

     Tower Bridge over the Sacramento River in Sacramento, California                  photo by Bob Ulrich
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FLEET	  WEEK	  –	  OCTOBER	  9,	  2017	  
BLUE	  ANGELS	  FLYOVER	  	  
S.S.	  JEREMIAH	  O’BRIEN	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
SAN	  FRANCISCO	  BAY	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	   	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	   	  

“CONGRATULATIONS”	   
to 

All American Merchant Marine Veterans and National Officers 
and 

Best Wishes to the Convention Committee for a very 
Successful and Productive 

31st Annual National Convention 
Reno, Nevada – March 26th – March 30th, 2017 

from 
The Officers and Members of the Golden Gate Chapter 

San Francisco, CA 
          General  Officers                                                                               Board  of  Directors                                                                              
            Harold  J.  Wagner,  Pres.,  CEO         Muriel  (Mickey)  Anderson  
              ChristianYuhas,  Exec.  V.P.         Richard  A.  Hill           
              Frank  Mendez,  Fin.  Secretary-Treasurer                Albert  R.  (Bob)  Mendes  
              Capt.  K.  C.  O’Brien,  Chaplain                            Capt.  Erik  Oscarsen  
                    West  Region  V.P.  -  Larry  Starn    
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Remembering the M/S City of New York 

	  
	  

On  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  sinking:  March  29th,  1942  
The  dual  passenger/cargo  vessel  M/S  City  of  New  York  was  torpedoed  and  sunk  off  Cape  Hatteras  on  March  29th,  1942.  
In  one  of  the  lifeboats  were  pregnant  passenger  Desanka  Mohorovicic  and  her  4-year  old  daughter,  Vesna.  Desanka  went  
into  labor  while  awaiting  rescue  in  a  storm.  U.S.  Merchant  Mariner  Dr.  Leonard  Conly  delivered  the  baby  in  that  lifeboat  
while  the  boat  crew  struggled  against  the  elements  and  the  odds.  The  baby  was  later  named  Jesse  Roper  Mohorovicic  
after  the  USS  Roper  which  rescued  his  family.  The  following  is  recent  correspondence  from  Vesna  Mohorovicic  which  both  
praises  the  WWII  MM  &  Armed  Guard  and  recognizes  the  value  of  our  U.S.  Merchant  Marine  of  all  eras.  
  

*******************************************************************************************************************************************************  
  

“The  courageous  seamen  and  the  Naval  Armed  Guard  aboard  the  torpedoed  City  of  New  York  were  
heroes  in  my  mother’s  eyes.  All  of  them.  Especially  close  to  my  heart  and  hers  is  the  young  sailor  who  in  
seeing  that  my  mother  had  arrived  on  deck  with  me  late  to  the  lifeboat  without  her  life  jacket  due  to  the  
torpedoing,  took  off  his  own  life  jacket  and  put  it  on  her.  Later  in  gratitude  and  admiration  she  repeatedly  tried  
to  learn  his  name;;  she  hoped  he  had  not  need  of  it  himself;;  that  he  had  survived;;  she  spoke  of  him  and  prayed  
for  him  and  his  family  throughout  her  life.  Our  gratitude  also  for  2nd  Officer  Van  Gordon  of  our  sunken  ship  
who  heroically  used  his  skills  to  keep  our  lifeboat  within  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  preventing  us  from  
drifting  out  into  the  vast  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  from  capsizing  in  the  treacherous  storm  which  came  upon  us.  My  
mother  Desanka  Mohorovicic,  my  late  brother  Jesse  Roper,  and  I  owe  our  lives  to  those  brave  men  and  to  Dr.  
Conly  who,  although  so  badly  injured  himself,  was  able  to  deliver  Jesse.  

The  men  who  go  to  sea  are  the  subjects  of  romantic  novels  and  poems  and  the  films  of  Errol  Flynn  –  
depicting  swashbuckling  adventures  on  tall  ships.  These  take  us  through  the  days  of  Columbus  and  Horatio  
Hornblower,  Moby  Dick,  The  Ancient  Mariner,  the  Naval  Battle  subject  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  and  
famous  naval  battles  and  to  the  days  of  dangerous  whaling  to  modern  fishing  in  turbulent  icy  northern  sea  
waters  today.  How  fine  it  is  that  your  convention  will  bring  to  the  fore  their  real  and  vital  heroic  role  in  World  
War  II.  It  raises  the  need  to  recognize  their  historic  contributions  to  a  grateful  Nation.  

Today  seamen  seem  to  encounter  new  risks  and  challenges  on  merchant  ships,  container  vessels,  
barges,  cruise  ships,  commercial  fishing  boats,  small  and  large  crafts  and  private  yachts.  The  sea  is  a  
dangerous  place  and  Mother  Nature  is  so  often  unpredictable  and  yet  the  seamen  of  the  merchant  marine  
must  cast  off  despite  the  uncertainties.  These  fearless  men  are  so  vital;;  today’s  world  economy  depends  upon  
them.  I’m  sure  your  convention  will  heighten  their  incredible  bravery  and  strength  of  spirit.  And  will  remind  
Americans  of  the  sacrifice  and  role  seamen  play  in  our  American  history  -  truly  laudable.  I  wish  the  American  
Merchant  Marine  Veterans  every  success  at  the  convention.”    
    

Vesna  Mohorovicic  Jurick  
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Judge Advocate:
 Melvin Tublin; Member-at-Large

Chaplain:
 Bob Ross, Member-at-Large

National Magazine Editor:
 Sindy Raymond, North Bay Chapter;

Historians:
	 Vacant

National Public Relations:
 A.J. Wichita, SS Stephen Hopkins Chapter, President Emeritus

Standing Committees 
  Editorial:
 Capt. Chris Edyvean, Midwest Chapter
 Sindy Raymond, North Bay Mariners Chapter
 Carole Gutierrez, Oregon Chapter

Government Affairs:  
 Morris Harvey (Co-Chair), Ocala Chapter
 Michael Helbig (Co-Chair), Member-at-Large
 Charles Mills, Lone Star Chapter
 Melvin Tublin, Member-at-Large
 “Beech” Dale, Mo Valley Mariners Chapter
 Deborah Rogo, Member-at-Large

National President:  Capt. Chris Edyvean, Midwest Chapter;
P.O. Box 41; Hurley, Wl 54534-0041; (715) 862-2531; cjedyvean@hotmail.com

National Vice President:  Morris Harvey, Ocala Chapter; 8055 N. 
Dacca Terrace; Dunnellon, FL 34433-5413; (352) 564-0267; morris27@centurylink.net

National Secretary: Nelson Cauble, Oregon Chapter;
2657 Greyfox Dr.; Sutherlin, OR 97479; (541) 459-7982; riverbank2@charter.net

National Treasurer:  George Salovich, Big Sky Mariners Chapter; 
P.O. Box 1746; Poulson, MT 59860-1746; (406) 676-0530; georges@lambros.com

National Officers

Veterans Affairs: 
 Vacant
Constitution & By-Laws:
 Richard Arcand, Sarasota-Manatee Chapter

Nominating & Credentials:
 Richard “Ben” Benjamin,  Member at Large

Special Projects &
Veterans Outreach
 Sheila M. Sova, Member at Large

Membership:
 Capt. Chris Edyvean, Midwest Chapter
 Sindy Raymond, North Bay Mariners Chapter
 Patti Scafidi, Member-at-Large

2017 National Convention:
 Frank Mendez, Co-chair, Golden Gate Chapter; 
 Ken Blue, Co-chair, Sacramento Valley Chapter
 Bob Ulrich, Sacramento Valley Chapter
 Larry Starn, Sacramento Valley Chapter
 Sindy Raymond, North Bay Mariners Chapter
 Carole Gutierrez, Oregon Chapter
 Patti Scafidi, Member-at-Large

Internet & Social Media:  
 Capt. Chris Edyvean, Midwest Chapter
 Morris Harvey, Ocala Chapter

Regional Vice Presidents

Region One - FL, PR
  Richard Arcand, Sarasota-Manatee Chapter; 5674 Bay Pine Lakes Blvd.,
 St. Petersburg, FL 33708; (727) 392-5648 - rearcand12@gmail.com

Region Two - AL, DE, GA, KY, MD, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA, DC, WV
 George Bruno, Vulcan Mariners Chapter; 2131 Highway 130 W.;
 Shelbyville, TN 37160; (510) 543-0966; gibruno@pacbell.net

Region Three - PA, NJ
 Howard Pfeifer; Three Rivers Chapter; 2592 Cole Rd.;
 Wexford, PA 15090-7805; (724) 935-6465; howdypfeifer@yahoo.com

Region Four - CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI, VT
 Michael Fiorenza,(Interim); Member-at-large; 234 N. Beech St.; 
 Massapequa, NY 11756; (516) 784-9516; michaelfio.gr@sunnymaritime.edu

Region Five - IA, IL, IN, MI, MN, NE, ND, OH, SD, WI
 W.F. “Speed” Hinds (Interim), Ohio Valley Chapter; 7337 Lawyer Rd.
 Cincinnati, OH 45244-3291; (513) 232-7540; speedhinds46@yahoo.com

Region Six - AR, AZ, KS, LA, MO, NM, OK, TX
 Bob Ross, Member-at-Large; 111 Stroud St.; 
 El Dorado, AK 71730-5353; (870) 863-4738; csknight@suddenlink.net

Region Seven - AK, CO, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY
 Carole Gutierrez, Oregon Chapter; 3740 NE 135th Ave.; 
 Portland, OR 97230-2712; (503) 252-8250; photos.mcg@gmail.com

Region Eight - AUS, CA, HI
 Larry Starn, Sacramento Valley Chapter; 13973 Gas Canyon Dr.; 
 Nevada City, CA 95959-8802; (530) 265-8340; lstarn139@comcast.net

Appointed Officers and Standing Committees

American Merchant Marine Veterans Leadership



REGION 1
GULFSTREAM
Mercedes	Frassetti
10525	NW	71st	Street
Tamarac,	FL	33321-2237
(954)	720-1613
merru105@hotmail.com

OCALA
Morris	Harvey
PO	Box	418
Oxford,	FL	34484--0418
(352)	564	0267
morris27@centurylink.net

ROBERT J. MACALVANAH
Peter	Gannon
PO	Box	494141
Port	Charlotte,	FL	33949-4141
(941)	697-2123
pfg@poolmartspas

SARASOTA-MANATEE
Richard	Arcand
5674	Bay	Pine	Lakes	Blvd.
St.	Petersburg,	FL	33708-4513
(727)	392	5648
rearcand12@gmail.com

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
Contact	Regional	Vice	President	
Richard	Arcand
5674	Bay	Pine	Lakes	Blvd.
St.	Petersburg,	FL	33708-4513	
(727)	392	5648
rearcand12@gmail.com

REGION 2
MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST
Information	not	available	

JOHN T. SCHMIDT
J.	Thomas	Schmidt
2517	Huntsman	Trail
Zebulon,	NC	27597-8512
victorylanec@victorylane.net

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
Contact	Regional	Vice	President	
George	Bruno
2131	HWY	130	W.
Shelbeyville,	TN	37160	
(510)	543	0966
gibruno@pacbell.net

REGION 3
DENNIS A. ROLAND
Hank	Kaminski
PO	Box	351
Midland	Park,	NJ	07432-0351
(908)	638-8384
hskaminski@embarqmail.com

DELAWARE VALLEY
Bill	Lamac
PO	Box	57
Matamoras,	PA	18336-0057
(570)	491-5528

HIGH SEAS MARINER
Lawrence	Silver
54	Shadeland	Avenue
Drexel	Hill,	PA	19026-1021
(610)	284-0563
silverammvkvlj33@comcast.net

MARINERS OF PA
Walter	Luikart
1007	Kings	Chapel	Road
New	Castle,	PA	16105-4719
(724)	654-4271
walalui@aol.com

SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY
Edward	Moe
601	Carr	Hill	Road
Gettysburg,	PA	17325
(717)	642-9830
blessedby5@aol.com

THREE RIVERS
Howard	Pfeifer
PO	Box	1095
McMurray,	PA	15317-1095
(724)	935-6465
howdypfeifer@yahoo.com

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Contact	Regional	Vice	President
Howard	Pfeifer
PO	Box	1095
McMurray,	PA	15317-1095
(724)	935-6465
howdypfeifer@yahoo.com	

REGION 4
EDWIN J. O’HARA
Gabriel	Frank
41	Thornwood	Drive
Poughkeepsie,	NY	12603-4630
(917)	545-0753
robertbrizel@aol.com

GENE DELONG/
    HUDSON VALLEY
J.	Wally	Hassett
40	Evergreen	Avenue
Clifton	Park,	NY	12065-4030
(518)	371-9162
wally9827@yahoo.com

NORTH ATLANTIC
Cindy	Marciana-Ger
491	N.	Clinton	Ave.
Lindenhurst,	NY	11757-3406
(631)	983-7473

American Merchant Marine Veterans Chapters
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American Merchant Marine Veterans Chapters
by region with contact as of February 4, 2017

OSWEGO VALLEY
Keith	Baker
2948	State	Route	3
Fulton,	NY	13069-4881
(315)	592-5608

PECONIC BAY
Ben	Balsamo
Southhampton,	
East	Patchogue,	NY	11969-0647
(631)	283-3722

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Contact	Interim
Regional	Vice	President
Michael	Fiorenza
234	N.	Beech	St.;	
Massapequa,	NY	11756
(516)	784-9516	
michaelfio.gr@sunymaritime.edu

REGION 5
MID WEST
Matthew	Clifford	
5905	S.	Naragansett	Avenue
Chicago,	IL	60638-3408
(773)	297	3705
cliffordmatthewd@yahoo.com

OHIO VALLEY
Bert	Hinds
7337	Lawyer	Road
Cincinnati,	OH	45244-3291
(513)	232	7540
speedhinds46@yahoo.com

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Contact	Regional	Vice	President
Bert	Hinds
7337	Lawyer	Road
Cincinnati,	OH	45244-3291
(513)	232	7540
speedhinds46@yahoo.com

REGION 6
CACTUS MARINERS
Lowell	Lowe
742	Magis	Lane
Tuscson,	AZ	85704-1231
(520)	297-6528	
lhlowe1@msn.com

DESERT MARINERS 
William	Keim
8180	Del	Caverna	Dr.
Scottsdale,	AZ	85258-2360
(480)	391-2858
sirwilliamk25@gmail.com

SS SAMUEL PARKER 
Jack	Grothe
PO	Box	20107
Saint	Louis,	MO	63123-0307
(314)	631-7492
jackgrothe@att.net

ROADRUNNER
Lou	Fetters
1016	Saratoga	Drive,	NE
Rio	Rancho,	NM	87144-3278
(505)	994	4845
lfetters1@msn.com

OKLAHOMA MARINER
Sharon	Shoemaker
490	County	Road,	1400
Alex,	OK	 73002-2227
(405)	351-9617

LONE STAR
Charles	Mills
PO	Box	841608
Pearland,	TX	77584-2031
(832)	499	8467
mcamco@aol.com

SS STEPHEN HOPKINS
Nelson	Smith
705	Nolte	Drive
Dallas,	TX	75208-6236
(214)	943-4546

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Contact	Regional	Vice	President
Bob	Ross	(MAL)
111	Stroud	St.
El	Dorado,	AK	71730-5353
(870)	813-4738
csknight@suddenlink.net

REGION 7
ALASKA GREATLANDS
Rosemary	Gallear
P.	O.	Box	879527
Wasilla,	AK	99687-9527

BEEHIVE MARINERS
“Jerry”	Nelson
2	Northidge	Lane
Sandy,	UT	84092-490
(801)	572-5686
jerrydixienelson@gmail.com

BIG SKY MARINERS
George	Salovich
PO	Box	1746
Polson,	MT	59860-1746
(406)	676	0530
vgeosal@gmail.com

HI SEA ERA
A.J.	“Dan”	Danna
11190	Vincent	Lane
Reno,	NV	89511-9562
(775)	853	5224

HIGH ROLLERS
Roy	Mahan
82	Scorpois	Island	Street	
Henderson,	NV	89012-5698
(702)	217	8407
meicoroy@aol.com

OREGON
Earl	L.	Giggers
57537	Morse	Rd.
Warren,	OR	97053-9323

ROGUE VALLEY
David	Sergent
100	Sursimcorda	Heights
Jacksonville,	OR	97530-9443
(541)	899	7030
serjack@q.com

PUGET SOUND 
Diane	Losnegard	
825	S.	143rd	Pl.
Burien,	WA	98168-3627
(206)	243	9569
dlosnegard@msn.com

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Contact	Regional	Vice	President
Carole	Gutierrez
3740	NE	135th	Ave.
Portland,	OR	97230-2712
(503)	252-8250
photos.mcg@gmail.com

REGION 8
CARL W. MINOR
George	Hale
1405	E.	MAIN	ST.	#416	
Santa	Maria,	CA	93454
gnnhale@gmail.com

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA
Rufus	Hernandez
PO	Box	1382
Fresno,	CA	93716-1382
(559)	456-4801
russellbmm45@yahoo.com

GOLDEN GATE
401	Van	Ness	Ave.,	#213-D
San	Francisco,	CA	94102
(415)	252-0760
mendezlaf@aol.com

HUMBOLDT BAY
Bill	T.	O’Donnell
P.	O.	Box	771
Bayside,	CA	95524-0771
billjr@odonnell.ws

NORTH BAY MARINERS
Michael	Hoge
344	Payran	St.	
Petaluma,	CA	94952-3208
(707)	763-8167	
peterhoge@hotmail.com

SACRAMENTO VALLEY
Ken	Blue	
14233	Tim	Burr	Lane
Grass	Valley,	CA	95945-7819
(530)	477-1908
ken1@nccn.net

SMALL SHIP MARINERS
Information	not	available

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Contact	Regional	Vice	President
Larry	Starn
13973	Gas	Canyon	Dr.;	
Nevada	City,	CA	95959-8802;	
(530)	265-8340
lstarn139@comcast.net

13
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In loving memory of
(March 22, 2016 through February 20, 2017)

There are no roses on a sailor’s Grave, 
No lilies on an ocean wave; 

The only tribute is the seagull’s sweeps 
And the teardrops that a sweetheart weeps.

-A-
Edward Almquist
Archie Ashworth

-B-
Ernest H. Banke
Carl E. Baxter
John W. Beritzhoff
Richard G. Blair
Arthur B. Bleecher
Joseph E. Bodner
Jack E.Bright
Lawrence Brooks
Capt. Timothy Brown
John W. Bunch
Edmund Burke

-C-
Capt. Bertram F. Christensen
Leo Ciskiewicz
Alfred J. Chavez
Joseph P. Cleary
Leroy E. Clemenz
William T. Conley
William Cook
Patrick J. Coponiti
Donald E. Cross
Bradley J. Culbertson

-D-
Enrique “Chuck” De La Rosa
Paul W. De Witt
Edward R. Devlin
Leroy Dittmar

-E-
Bert Enestvedt
Lloyd M. Englert
Charles A. Erway

-F-
Lyle O. Fagan
Rex J. Farley
Harry Feinstein
Rocco I. Filoso
Benjamin  Fischman
Capt. James N. Flynn
Calvin L. Foster
Leo Fyer

-G-
John W. Gallaugher
Eldon L. Gallear
John G. GidzinskiI
John W.  Glover
Robert D. Goodwin
William J. Gorden
Leo R. Gray
William L. Gunn

-H-
Laurence “Larry” 
Hamilton
Charles J. Hardt
Jack A. Harless
Robert A. Haywood
Peter E. Heineman
Zigmund Helinski
Arthur F. Hillary
Edward A. Hochuli
Mary Hodges
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those who have crossed the final barIn loving memory of
Tommy E. Hudson
Martin P. Huff
Bill Edward Hughes
Walter Hughes

-I-
Lev E. Irby
John W. Irwin

-J-
Egon Jorgense
James J. Judge

-K-
Capt. Casimir T. Karpiej
Ginny Kastens
Henry Kvist

-L-
Richard N. Lake Sr.
Joseph N. Lallier
Joseph Lappin, JR.
Walter Larkey
Peter Laue
Edgar A. Lingenfield
Leland A. Love
R. Stanley Lowe
Renaud Lucchesi
Dennis J. Ludlam
Lawrence L. Lyndon

-M-
Dr. Miles D. MacMahon
Mary Ann ManfredI
Desmond F. Mann
Earl E. Martin
Frank J. Mazzaferro
George E. McCarthy
Richard L. McCreary
Leonard B. Melley, Sr.
John Mikolajewski
Rufus E. Miller
Billy D. Moore
Fred J. Moyer

-N-
Ernest D. Norris
Paul Novotn

-O-
Ernest C. Olsen
Donald C. Oppelt

-P-
Edward A. Peterson
Marvin R. Pippin
Ruby Pixler
Martin “Nick” Pollock
Harold “Hal” Powers
Raymond J. Powers
Howar K. Prentice, Jr.
Roger H. Putnam

-R-
José A. Ramirez
Melvin D. Randall
Roscoe W. Reees
Frank Reichart
Rodney Reiks
Raymond C. Rhodes
Edgar J. Rickel
John  Riggs
Henry C. Rogers
Gerard E. Rudolph
William A. Russetti

-S-
Paul C. Sackley
Louis Santangelo

Glenn W. Schutt
Melvin O. Schwartz
Walter J. Schwartz
Raymond H. Scruggs
Capt. Mark L. Shafer
George Shaughnessy
Wendell K. Snyder
Harold E. Spencer
Thomas  Statile
William G. Steele, Jr.
Donald W.  Stewart
Gerard K. Stewart
Jack L. Straayer
John R. “Jack” Strangfeld
Timothy D. Sullivan

-T-
Joseph Talpas
Robert E. Thompson
Rune Torstensson

-V-
Floyd J. Van Winkle
Richard Vaughn

-W-
Harold E. Whitney
Cale H. Williams
Harry Winter
Arthur Witt

-Y-
Clarence F. Young
J. B. “Burt” Young

The support system …
 Wilhelmina Mills and Irene Harvey have both recently Crossed 
the Bar. Neither were members of AMMV but both were a vital part 
of this organization. 
 Wilhelmina Mills was married for 70 years to Charles Mills. 
Irene Harvey was married for 62 years to Morris Harvey.
Without their support, we would not have had the dedication and 
leadership that Charles and Morris have provided.
We are grateful.   ♥ ♥ ♥
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T H A N K
Y   O   U

DAVE YOHO
for using           

your talents 
& enthusiasm    

for
 American 

Merchant Marine 
Veterans
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DON’T MISS
The American Merchant Marines
31st Annual Convention

March 26th – 30th, 2017
The Sands Regency Hotel (Reno, NV)

Hear Dave Yoho’s Tribute to the Merchant Marines: 
old, young and  those who have crossed the bar.

“Do they - - can they - - will they - - ever comprehend that we gave up our youth? For many of us, there were 
no high school graduations, dances, proms, sporting events, meetings at the malt shop… These are things we, 
consciously or unconsciously, agreed to abandon when we took an oath and did what we were asked to do.”

      Dave Yoho (from speech at 2016 National Convention)

“You Don’t Know Me”
Facts & Fables About the Merchant Marines

• He is proud to have served in the Merchant Marines
• Featured at last year’s Annual Convention
• Joined the U.S. Maritime Service (Sheepshead Bay) 1944
• Pictured on cover of 1944 Recruiting Magazine
• Served on a T/2 Tanker [South Pacifi c] support for combat ships
• Rose from F.W.T. to Junior Engineer
• When war ends ship diverted to North Atlantic
• He has made 5 commercials – Supporting A.M.M Veterans
• He has been interviewed by -- The W.W.II memorials in both 
  Washington, D.C. and New Orleans, LA

About Dave:

• Made over 5,000 paid speeches – in every state in the U.S. & 22 foreign countries
• Written 2 Best-selling books
• 1st American to appear in Sydney Australia’s famous Opera House.
• Invited to the White House 3 times
• Appeared in over 100 training movies for major U.S. corporations
• Appeared on most TV talk shows including the Tonight and  Today Shows
• In 1981, he received the Oscar of Public Speaking (The Cavett)
• Dunn’s Business Report calls him the “SUPERSTAR OF MOTIVATION & TRAINING”
• Frequently quoted in Dunn’s Business Report, Entrepreneur Magazine, 
  Forbes, Wall Street Journal and numerous trade/industry publications DAVE YOHO
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David William Alberg
Sanctuary Superintendent, Monitor National Marine Sanctuary
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
United States Department of Commerce

 David Alberg serves as Sanctuary Superintendent for the Monitor National 
Marine Sanctuary, the first national marine sanctuary established in the 
United States. It is administered by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) under the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries. 
The Sanctuary is located off the coast of North Carolina and protects the 
Civil War ironclad U.S.S. Monitor.

 Alberg provides oversight for the Sanctuary, the long-term preservation of 
the wreck site and the artifacts that have been recovered from the ship. He 
is heavily involved in policy development, education and public outreach to 
heighten public awareness of our submerged cultural legacy.

 He has an extensive background in cultural resource management, 
museum work and exhibit development. Alberg began his career in 1992 
as the first curator for the Virginia Air and Space Center in Hampton, 
VA, and went on to serve as the Director of Exhibits and Collections for 
the U.S. Space & Rocket Center in Huntsville, AL. Between 2001-2005, 
he served as the Deputy Director for Nauticus, The National Maritime 

Center in Norfolk, VA.
  Preserving our nation’s history has always been a passion of his. Mr. Alberg holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Natural History museum studies from George Mason University and a master’s degree in museum education 
from the College of William and Mary. Alberg served 21 years in the United States Navy Reserve.  

Guest Speaker 

Captain Harry Bolton

  Jeremy Hope is part of the Off Shore 
Membership division of International 
Organization of Masters, Mates and Pilots. 
He is based out of San Francisco & Oakland, California

  Hope was born and raised outside of Baltimore, MD graduating from 
the US Merchant Marine Academy in 1999 and he immediately joined 
MM&P. He sailed “off the board” out of MM&P Union Halls around the 
country. 

  He and his wife Dawn with their two children moved to the West 
Coast in 2008. He came ashore to work for MM&P as West Coast Agent 
in 2013. 

  MM&P has 7,500 members and represents licensed deck officers on 
U.S.-flag commercial vessels sailing offshore, on inland waterways and 

civilian-crewed ships in the government fleet; mariners who work on tug, ferry and harbor tour vessels in 
New York Harbor and throughout the Northeast; licensed and unlicensed mariners who work on dredges; 
state pilots; marine engineers; unlicensed seafarers; and maritime industry shore side clerical and service 
workers.
 The union is a voice in Washington, D.C., for the domestic maritime industry and America’s Merchant 
Marine. MM&P is the marine affiliate of the International Longshoremen’s Association (ILA), AFL-CIO.  

Jeremy Hope
Pacific Ports Agent
International 
Organization of 
Masters Mates and Pilots

Jeremy Hope
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Fr. Sinclair K. Oubre, J.C.L.
 Sinclair is a priest of the Diocese of Beaumont and a native of Port 
Arthur, Texas. He attended the University of St. Thomas in Houston and 
Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., where he received 
his bachelor degree. He did his graduate theological studies in Leuven, 
Belgium; was ordained 1986 and completed his JCL in Canon Law at 
Catholic University in Washington in 1997.
 He is the Diocesan Director of the Apostleship of the Sea, Permanent 
Diaconate Formation Program Director and Pastor of St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish in Orange, Texas. In addition, he is the Executive Director 
and Port Chaplain of the Port Arthur International Seafarers’ Center; 
Chaplain to the Sabine Area Central Labor Council and was founder 
and director of the Savannah Housing Corporation. As a Canon Lawyer, 
he is judge in the Interdiocesan Appellate Tribunal of Texas and is a 
canonical consultant for a number of labor organizations.
 On the national level, Fr. Sinclair served as the President of the 
Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America from 2001-2013. 
He also served as the unlicensed member on the US Coast Guard 
Merchant Marine Advisory Council from 1998-2013.
 Fr. Sinclair is a member of the United States Merchant Marine, and holds a merchant marine credential 
as AB-Limited, and hold a 100 ton license. He sails through the Houston Seafarers International Union hall. 
In recent years, he sailed on the MV St. Clair in the Great Lakes in the summer of 2010. In 2014, he sailed 
on the Crowley tug, Ocean Sky, and in May - June 2015, he sailed on the Crowley tugs, Patriarch & Ranger, 
taking the barge San Juan on the Jacksonville-San Juan run.  

	 Captain Harry Bolton is an Unlimited Master Mariner, with more than 
40 years of maritime experience – 29 years in command, maintaining a 
solid record of success in providing endless technical, operational, and 
logistic support in every corner of the world. He is a First Class Pilot, 
served as an expert witness, and has consulted for several Maritime 
companies, the Marine Corps, and the U.S. Navy on many issues 
including new equipment design and implementation. He designed and 
developed the English speaking curriculum at the Maritime Academy 
of Asia and Pacific located in the Philippines. He has spent a lifetime 
demonstrating the essence of command, leadership, team building and 
innovative solutions, receiving many awards for his achievements.
 In 2008, Captain Bolton returned to his Alma Mater, the 
California Maritime Academy, as Commanding Officer of the Training 
Ship Golden Bear, Director of Marine Programs and Leadership 
Development. Prior to joining Cal Maritime, he spent 20 years with General Dynamics/American Overseas 
Marine, sailing as Master of the MV 1st Lt. Baldomero Lopez, which is one of the original Maritime 
Preposition Ships home ported in the Western Pacific and Indian Ocean. His duties included supporting 
the U.S. Military during numerous exercises, humanitarian assistance, the Persian Gulf War and Iraqi 
Freedom.   

Guest Speaker 

Captain Harry Bolton
Commanding Officer , Training Ship Golden Bear

Director of Marine Programs and Leadership Development
California Maritime Academy

Captain Harry Bolton

Fr. Sinclair K. Oubre, J.C.L.
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 HAVE A GREAT CONVENTION
FROM  SARASOTA  MANATEE  CHAPTER

William Geroux
Author, The Mathews Men
 William Geroux spent 30 years as a newspaper reporter, much of 
it covering Hampton Roads for the Richmond Times-Dispatch, writing 
about everything from the military to politics to business to hurricanes 
to crime and punishment. He has won numerous awards for breaking 
news coverage, feature writing and investigative journalism.
 After leaving journalism, he worked as a writer for Maersk Line 
Limited, a Norfolk-based subsidiary of one of the world’s largest 
commercial shipping lines. He lives in Virginia Beach, VA. 
 The Mathews Men is his first book, and he is working on a second
About The Mathews Men, the book:  Seven Brothers and the War Against 
Hitler’s U-boats, is the largely forgotten story of the U.S. Merchant Marine’s 
heroics in World War II, told through the adventures of merchant mariners 
from Mathews County, VA. Mathews, a rural outpost on the western shore 
of the Chesapeake Bay, has been a cradle of merchant mariners since 
before the American Revolution. When America entered the war in 1941, 
Mathews mariners were scattered on freighters and tankers throughout 

the war zones. Their ships became prime targets for German U-boats trying to choke off Allied supply lines. 
The U.S. Navy initially lacked the forces to protect the unarmed merchant ships, even in U.S. waters close to 
America’s coast. The U-boats exacted a terrible toll. The mariners faced torpedo explosions, flaming oil slicks, 
storms, frigid water, shark attacks and harrowing lifeboat odysseys, only to ship out again as soon as they’d 
returned to safety. The U.S. Merchant Marine ended up suffering a higher casualty rate than any branch of 
America’s armed forces. While most families in Mathews had a personal stake in the fight, none had a greater 
one than the Hodges’ family and their seven sons, who would experience the U-boat war to its fullest.  .

Guest Speakers

William Geroux 
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Guest Speaker

Douglas Alvord
Sculptor and Maritime Illustrator

 Douglas Alvord grew up on the coast of New Brunswick, in Canada, 
and has lived by the sea all his life. He built his first skiff when he was 
12, and it began a lifelong appreciation for craftsmen in all trades. 
As an artist, that early endeavour has build an understanding of the 
traditions and values of craft trade related to maritime occupations.
 His love of books and art brought him to the publishing industry. 
He worked there several years before deciding to go out on his own 
as a freelancer. He lived aboard his sloop, Eclipse, and explored the 
Northeast coast. Alvord established a boat-building shop on Nantucket 
where he designed and built small sailing sharpies.
 He wrote and illustrated several books including On the Water – 
The Romance and History of America’s Small Boats, Sarah’s Boat and 
Beachcruising.
 Seeking warmer waters, Alvord moved to North Carolina and began 
sculpturing. He was commissioned by the Museum of Natural Sciences 

in Raleigh to create a full-size sculpture in bronze  of environmentalist Rachel Carson. The bronze figures 
were installed in a man-made marsh in front of the Museum. Also, he created a sculpture for the North 
Carolina Fisherman’s Association to honor commercial fishermen of Pamlico Sound. It is displayed at the 
Morehead City waterfront.
 His latest project memorializes the WWII U-boat attacks on the Atlantic coast. When NOAA completes their 
project mapping ships sunk off the North Carolina coast during WWII, they, along with the National Park 
Service and Alvord will find the best place on the North Carolina coast to install “The Brave Never Die.”   

 Randy Murray

Randy H. Murray
Hometown Heroes USA

”Memorialist Cemeterian Lifestorian changing the 
way we remember one lifestory at a time”
Hometown Heroes USA, Salute, Educate, Inspire......
 I would give anything to push play so my sons Chase and Clay 
could watch their grandfather tell his WWII story. Because no one 
made it their job to collect his story while he was alive no amount 
of effort or money can make that happen. However, the best that we 
could do is now available under Ralph Murray at http://www.home-
town-heroes.org.
 For decades I have pursued a goal to honor America’s military vet-
erans by collecting and featuring their stories. We started with tradi-
tional granite monuments, bronze statues, old photos, video tributes 
and have evolved with technology to include an online searchable ar-
chive, that memorializes them for future generations. 
 America’s Veteran Stories on line are collected from interviews, con-
versations, with veterans or from the memorabilia, pictures and notes left from veterans to their families 
and people who care for them. They are then featured in the Hometown Heroes archive. This archive of 
stories is available through the internet, at  http://www.hometown-heroes.org.
 In a race against time we believe that no story should be left behind! We invite you to join Hometown 
Heroes USA and make it your job to tell the story of one of the nearly 23 million veterans across the Unit-
ed States.”  

Douglas Alvord
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Ok, let's think back and, oh my, there are so many memories. Ok, let's talk 70 years just for a starter ....... why 70 years?  Well, that's when Nelson and Shirley began this journey together.  Yes, you read it right!  70 years ago, we were married in Reno at a justice of the peace office with Bob and Janell Cauble with us.

We have been asked sometimes how we managed to stay together so long, and my answer used to be that it was easy back then so long, and my answer used to be that it was easy back then because we were too poor to get a divorce and you went to jail for murder so we had to learn very early to get along. It's working!

The years went by and we moved to Oregon. we had never heard of the American Merchant Marine Veterans. But when we finallydid learn of this organization somewhere around 20 years ago, we joined and have worked as hard as we possibly could, to make this organization prosper and receive the recognition it deserves. We are 
organization prosper and receive the recognition it deserves. We are proud of our accomplishments, and applaud those who now have taken our place in the battle that is still being fought for our AMMV

We fought hard to have monuments erected, and have stood up to the committees that were opposing the recognition. We shook hands with those who opposed us when they finally told us, “we're sorry, we didn't know.” 

We are proud of the elected Officers of our AMMV that we have had 
We are proud of the elected Officers of our AMMV that we have had over the years and salute their dedication and time and effort to our cause.
So, we wish for our AMMV members, and the many friends we have made over the years, healthy, and happy years ahead.

MEMORY BOOK TIME!
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Congratulations on the  31st National Convention

John T. Schmidt 
Palmetto Mariners

South Carolina
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Pacific  Merchant  Marine  Council  
Navy  League  of  the  United  States  

 “Citizens in Support of the Sea Services” 
 
We’re with you – have been since the council was 
chartered over ten years ago. We appreciate our 
American Merchant Marine Veterans council 
plank owners and all who came aboard since. 
You’re an integral part of the crew. Thank you! 
BRAVO ZULU! 

 
Our council’s membership spreads across the 
States and overseas. No age limit – come aboard!  
 
Heave Ho, 
 
Phelps Hobart, President 
Pacific Merchant Marine Council 
Navy League of the United States 
https://groups.yahoo.com/groups/PMMC-NLUS 
https: //www.facebook.com/PMMC.NLUS 
http://www.navyleague.org/membership 
 

Remembering 

Larry Brooks
1927 - 2016

Past AMMV National President
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Salutes

Merchant Marine and Navy Armed Guard 
Veterans of World War II

Training Ship Golden Bear
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American Merchant Marine Veterans 
kept supplies flowing in 

Peace and War

Left to Right: Bob Ross, Eugene Barner, Charles Montanaro
and  A.J. Wichita, past National President.
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Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association 
District No. 1-PCD (AFL-CIO) 

 
 

H. Marshall Ainley 
M.E.B.A. President 

 
Bill Van Loo 

Secretary-Treasurer 

 
Tracy Burke 

Government Fleet Rep. 

Adam Vokac 
Executive Vice President 

 
Jason Callahan 

Atlantic Coast Vice President 
 
Erin Bertram 

Gulf Coast Vice President 
 
 

 

 

 
 

M.E.B.A. Headquarters – 444 North Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 800 – Washington D.C. 20001 
Phone: (202) 638-5355 - Fax: (202) 638-5369 – mebahq@mebaunion.org - www.mebaunion.org 

M.E.B.A. is the nation's oldest maritime labor union, established in 1875. We represent 
licensed engine and deck officers aboard seagoing vessels, ferries and government- 
contracted ships. Our members also serve on tugs and barges, research vessels and in 
various capacities in the shoreside industries. In wartime, our members have sailed in 
virtually unarmed merchant ships delivering critical defense cargo despite attacks from 

enemy aircraft, submarines and warships. 

 
 
 

 

   Honoring our Merchant Mariners Past & Present                                                                                                                          



The

Seafarers International Union
Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters, AFL-CIO

Respectfully Salutes the

American Merchant 
Marine Veterans

Best Wishes on Your National Convention

Thank You for Your Service to Our Country
MICHAEL SACCO 

President

AUGUSTIN TELLEZ 
Executive Vice President

DAVID HEINDEL 
Secretary-Treasurer

GEORGE TRICKER 
Vice President Contracts

NICK MARRONE 
Vice President West Coast

HEADQUARTERS: 5201 Auth Way, Camp Springs, Maryland  20746 
(301) 899-0675 n www.seafarers.org
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In Loving Memory

Mary Hodges
Southwest Florida Chapter

This is the bouquet her Chapter sent to Mary’s service in December. She was the backbone of the 
Chapter, arranging meetings, paying the bills and anything else that was need to keep the Chapter going.  

Mary will be sorely missed by her Chapter members and fellow AMMV members around the country. 
Mary remained a steadfast Activist for our “Just Recognition” cause. The Southwest AMMV Chapter 

continues to meet at the Military Museum and Library. 
Southwest Chapter— www.swfmm.org
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The 
American Merchant Marine Memorial 

Committee, Inc. 
San Pedro, CA

Wishes the
American Merchant Marine Veterans 

Success 
At the National Convention
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 10 January, 1944 during 
operation Shingle, the F.A.C. 
Muhlenberg departed Oran, 
Algeria, en route to Naples, 
Italy with 200 troops aboard 
along with a cargo of gasoline 
and ammunition. At 0230 on 
January 25, without warning 
she was bombed by a German 
plane which appeared from 
seaward.   After a near miss 
just off the port bow, a second 
bomb pierced the bridge 
deck and exploded in the 
officer’s quarters. Fire broke 
out immediately, damaging 
much of the midship’s house, 
particularly the officer’s 
quarters, crew and armed 
guards’ mess rooms.  The crew 
fought the fire and along with 
the port fire department had 
the fire under control within 
an hour.  The total complement 
aboard that the time was 82, 
including 47 merchant crew, 
31 Armed Guard and 4 U.S. 
Army personnel.  Six merchant 
crew and one armed crew 
perished; seventy-five survived. 
Fortunately the troops had 
been offloaded 5 days prior.  

 The ship was made fit for 
sea  and the surviving crew, 
led by Captain Kristopher 
Kristiansen bravely sailed the 
badly damaged ship to New 
York for repairs.  Three months 
later, the vessel went on to 
perform many more operations 
until December 1945.  

F.A.C. Muhlenberg on the 
stocks at      California 

Shipbuilding Company, 1943

In Memory of those who lost their lives 
aboard the SS F.A.C. Muhlenberg

“As long as we embrace them in our memory, 
their spirit will always be with us.”

Bailey,	Frederick	E.	 Lieutenant	(USNR)	 Armed	Guard
Butler,	Walter	F.	 Purser	 Merchant	Marine
Dunn,	Henry	E.	 Steward	 Merchant	Marine
Fairweather,	Nelson	A.	 3rd	Engineer	 Merchant	Marine
Green,	Baylus	C.		 1st	Engineer	 Merchant	Marine
Lima,	Joseph	B.,	Jr.	 2nd	Mate	 Merchant	Marine

Peters,	Robert	C.		 Junior	Engineer	 Merchant	Marine

If you have a relative who was aboard this ship and would like more 
information, please contact patti.scafidi@gmail.com

SS F.A.C. Muhlenberg
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Greetings from

DESERT MARINERS OF ARIZONA
Sunny Arizona Welcomes You!

When You’re Out Our Way, Join Us For Lunch In Beautiful Scottsdale.
Every 3rd Saturday, September - April

The Officers And Members Of The Desert Mariners Send Our 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL AT THE 2017 CONVENTION

Contact Bill Keim@ sirwilliamk25@gmail.com or (480) 404-7843

Established in 1984, one of three chapters participating in founding AMMV in 1986.
We have been members ever since. This is our  33rd year of success.
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A Salute to the first Merchant 
Mariners Afloat!

Harry T. Scholer, Retired
Orlando, FL
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The 22 unions and more than 5 million members 
of the Maritime Trades Department, AFL-CIO 

salute and thank the members of the	  
	  
	  

American 
Merchant Marine 

Veterans	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

Michael Sacco, President 
 

Daniel W. Duncan, Executive Secretary-Treasurer	  
	  

www.maritimetrades.org	  
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Walter Kopatz was born in San 
Francisco on June 11, 1922. 
His father was a sailor for the 

Alaska Packers. At the age of 17, Walter 
joined the Marine Firemen’s Union in 
1939 and sailed as an Ordinary Seaman 
around the world.

 In 1940, Walter joined the Sailor’s Union 
of the Pacific. During World War II, 
Walter served aboard several ships which 
were torpedoed in 1942-1943; including 
SS President Pierce, SS John Sevier, and 
SS Monterey. The SS President Pierce 
was torpedoed off the coast of Morocco 
in 1942 and sunk by a German submarine 
U-130. The SS John Sevier was 
torpedoed in the Caribbean in 1943 by a 

German submarine U-185. Also in November 1943, Walter was on the SS Monterey 
which shot down an enemy bomber which passed over the ship. The Monterey saved 
Canadian Soldiers on the troop ship, which had been bombed.
In 1945, Walter participated in the Battle of the Philippines on the Frederick 
Billings.
In 1949, Walter was on a diesel ship Surprise that ran aground 
when leaving Hong Kong.

In 1960, Walter was on the wine tanker SS Angelo 
Petri as an AB when the ship “broke up on the bar” in 

the Golden Gate. In January 1969, Walter sailed on the 
bar pilot ship where “we swamped the boat and were in 
the Pacific Ocean outside the Golden Gate in the water 

for one hour.” Walter helped save the pilot’s life.
 Water had a 40-year career sailing with the Sailor’s 
Union of the Pacific as an Ordinary Seaman, A.B., and 
Bosun. In addition, Walter had been a member of Star 
King Mason Lodge for 24 years and was a 32nd degree 
Scottish Rite Mason.
Walter was married 32 years to his wife, Corinne, 

and lived in the Sunset District in San Francisco. 
They have one daughter, Jennifer, who is a UC 

Berkeley Alumni.
  Some of you may have known Walter by his 

nickname “Tiny”. Walter was a member of the Golden Gate Chapter 
for 5 years. Walter died on July 25, 2000. Earlier that month, he attended the “Bloody 
Thursday” commemoration, outside the ILWU Local 10 hall in San Francisco, CA.

Remembering Walter Kopatz …

Tiny
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Honorably Served 
and a proud American

Elmer Raanes
1927 — 2014

Life of a Bluenose by Robert Gary Haller
 Life of a Bluenose opens on a cold February day in 1974 
as sixteen-year-old Robert Haller arrives in Piney Point, 
Maryland, to commence his United States Merchant Marines 
career. What follows is a vividly descriptive account of the 
dedication and determination that characterized the men and 
women who served during the Cold War.
 The Haller family is rife with men who have served 
their country, and in this autobiographical work, Haller 
proudly recognizes the contributions of those who sacrificed 
during various times of American history. The Cold War, 
however, is too often overlooked, and the dangerous and 
vital work done by those who enlisted at this time has 
gone widely unrecognized. This insightful glimpse of the 
author's personal experiences is designed to encourage 
reader's to remember the sacrifices made in the fight against 
communism.
 The personal perspective and candor of Life of a 
Bluenose makes Robert Haller's work a memorable and 
meaningful contribution to the study of American military 
history.
About the Author: Robert Gary HaJler lives in New Jersey, 
where he is an associate member of several F.O.P. lodges, 
the Knights of Columbus, and Am Vets. His interests include 
writing fiction, poetry, and commentary; sketching on 
canvas; fishing and crabbing; and swimming and surfing. 
Life of a Bluenose is his first published book.

Good Luck and Best Wishes for a 
Successful Convention

Gulfstream Chapter
Ft. Lauderdale FL

In Memory of our Chapter members 
who have crossed the bar.

Gone but not forgotten!

Capt. Elizabeth Clark, Pres.
Stanley Blumenthal, V. P.
Mercedes Frassetti, Sec./Trea.
Robert Kenney, Sgt. At Arms



Matthews Brothers, Inc. is an owner-operated 
specialty marine services company based out 
of Pass Christian, Mississippi. We are registered 
to do business in Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, and Texas.

PO Box 178
Pass Christian, MS 39571
455 Fleitas Avenue
Pass Christian, MS 39571

Phone:  (228) 452-0804        Fax  (228) 452-1510       E mail:  mail@matthewsbrothersinc.net
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AMMV  Midwest  Chapter 
sends 

GREETINGS 
to the 

31st Convention of 
American Merchant Marine Veterans

1941 UNITED STATES MERCHANT MARINE 1945

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF THE 5662 BRAVE MERCHANT SEAMEN WHO

UNSELFISHLY GAVE THEIR LIVES ABOARD 733 MERCHANT SHIPS THAT WERE

SUNK BY THE ENEMY DURING WORLD WAR II. ALSO THE 1810

U.S. NAVY ARMED GUARD WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN DEFENDING

THE MERCHANT SHIPS AGAINST THE ENEMY DURING W.W. II.

‘UNITED STATES MERCHANT MARINE’

WITHOUT REGARD FOR PERSONAL 

SAFETY THESE BRAVE MERCHANT

SEAMEN WERE ALL VOLUNTEERS 

PERFORMED THE DUTIES REQUIRED

IN THE TRANSPORTING OF THE ARMED 

FORCES AND SUPPLIES TO ALL

THEATERS OF ACTION MAKING A 

MONUMENTAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE

ULTIMATE ALLIED VICTORY OF WORLD 

WAR II.

NEVER QUITTING UNTIL THAT FINAL 

TELEGRAPH HAS BEEN ANSWERED

‘FINISH WITH ENGINES’

ALL OF THESE BRAVE MEN DIED

WITH GREATEST HONORS

SO THAT MANKIND COULD BE FREE

WE DEDICATED THIS MEMORIAL MAY 31, 1995 AMERICAN 
MERCHANT MARINE VETERANS  MIDWEST CHAPTER

The Midwest Chapter put this plaque at the Navy Pier 
in Chicago, in May 1995. It has a relief depicting a 
sailor and two ships, one of which is sinking
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From left to right:  Eugene Giblin; George T. Hayden; Captain James B. Giblin, Vice President; 
Guadalupe R. Perez; Charles Mills, Secretary/Treasurer; Santos Flores, 
President; Captain Theron Varvil.

Very Best WISHES 
for a 

Successful Convention 
from the

Lone Star Chapter
Great Port of Houston, Texas

Officers
 Santos Flores James R. Giblins Charles A. Mills
 President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer
 832-499-8467 281-648-0910 713-436-1638

Members
Edward M. O’Donnell

Thomas N. Lightsey
Earl S. Mask

S. G. Smith
Angel L. Torres

Ray Denison
Manual O. Maldonado

Salvadore Santillian
Jesse M. Deming

Thomas B. Corrales
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1701 E. Front Street    Traverse City, MI 49686

877-824-SHIP
www.nmc.edu/maritime
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President Jack Grothe 
and convention attendees: 

Norman Theismann, Frederick Aljets 
and daughters of Orville Lee Sova 

(1927-2015)
Memorial at 

Jefferson Barracks

S.S. Samuel Parker Chapter
AMMV

St. Louis, MO
Changing Monuments One at a Time!

Veteran’s Honor Park
Chesterfield, MO

adding the 
Merchant Marine flag

because of  
S.S. Samuel Parker members!
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Salutes 

American Merchant Marine Veterans 

2017 National Convention 

United Seamen's Service (USS) 

United Seamen’s Service 

104 Broadway, Ground Floor 

Jersey City, NJ 07306 

www.unitedseamensservice.org 

Tel: (201) 369-1100 

S.O.S. USS Rising Campaign 

Crowdfunding Site: www.youcaring.com/USSRising 

OVERSEAS CENTERS 

Bremerhaven ● Casablanca ● Diego Garcia ● 

Okinawa ● Busan Main ● Busan Annex ● Yokohama 

For over seventy years, the USS Centers 
have provided a “home away from 
home” for seafarers across the globe 
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About the Author
 Keith Lawrence was the first African-
American graduate of the California Maritime 
Academy in the deck department. He earned 
his BS in nautical science in 1976 and went on 
to serve in the merchant marine until he retired 
in 2011. Honored for participating in the rescue 
of two sailors at sea, he was also a member of the 
International Organization of Masters, Mates 
& Pilots maritime union for twenty years and in 
2010 was the keynote speaker at the US Coast 
Guard National Maritime Center Black History 
Month celebration in Martinsville, West Virginia.

  On February 23, 2017 Lawrence was the guest 
speaker at SUNY College Maritime Cultural Club 
(OBMG) scholarship awards dinner.
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Razorback AMMV Newsletter

Bob Ross
Member at Large

El Dorado, Arkansas
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Chapter officers

Earl Giggers, President
William Marker, Vice President

Linda Roberts, Secretary/Treasurer
Timothy Munson, Chaplain

National Vice President Nelson Cauble 
Carole Gutierrez, Region 7 RVP, Salty Dog Editor

2016/2017
Oregon Chapter 

Membership Roster
Dexter Lien
Wally Lien

Beryl Lingenfield
William Marker

Zed Merrill
Lyle McKinstry
Michael Miller

Maylan Mills
Timothy L. Munson

Bill Noah
Marvin Perrault

Howard Prentice
Linda Roberts
Lewis Routon

Thomas Salvino
Dale Shelton

Doris Shelton
David Shelton

Harold Skinner
Ernie V. Smith

J. A. “Andy” Vigil
Helen Wallin

Lawrence Wallin
Fred Waring

James Widder
Iman Wintz

Paula Wintz
Paul L. Worthy

Associate members

Char Dilnik
Eleanor Giggers

Richard Hart
Nancy Munson

Mary Paulus
Miriam Reyes

Wanda Vigil

Oregon Chapter

Liberty Ship William Clark was launch at the Kaiser ship yards in Oregon during World War II.  
The steel plate above is the keel plate for the next ship to be built.  They are lowered 

into place as the just launched ship hits the water.

Full members

Charles”Chuck” Allen
La Vonne Anderson
Willard W. Bartlett 
M. Brons
Janell Cauble
Nelson Cauble
Robert Cauble
Shirley Cauble
Al Chavez
Harvey Denison
Albert Dilnik
James W. DiVall
Betty Jane Doble
Wesley Door
Delmer L. Eisert
Harold L. Englet
John Fain
Vi Foraker
Russel Garland
Clyde Garren
Earl L. Giggers
William L. Gunn
Carole Gutierrez 
Melrae Hanly
Gunder Hansen
Richard L. Harriman
* Ruthann Heineken
Ronald Holmquist
Adelie Holmquist
Robert L. Hudson
Donna Jordon
Lauren Jordon
Ted Joten
John Knecht
Arlene Knecht
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MM&P Salutes
AMERICAN MERCHANT MARINERS

for their dedicated service to these 
United States in Peace and in War.

THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF
MASTERS, MATES & PILOTS, ILA/AFL-CIO

 

 Donald J. Marcus Steven Werse 
 International President International Secretary-Treasurer 
 
 Klaus Luhta Donald Josberger J. Lars Turner 
 VP – Offshore Gulf Ports VP – Offshore Atlantic Ports VP – Offshore Pacific Ports 
 & Government Affairs 

 George A. Quick Stephen Doherty 
 VP – Pilotage VP – Atlantic Maritime Group 

 Tom Bell Tim Saffle 
 VP – United Inland Group – PMR VP – United Inland Group – GL&G



65

American Maritime Officers .....................................................66
American Merchant Marine Veterans 
 Memorial Committee ..........................................................37
Hector Aporte II .......................................................................44
Apostleship of the Sea of the 
 United States of America ....................................................40

Hap Bledsoe............................................................................37
Ken Blue, Sacramento Valley Chapter  ...................................29
Brayton ❖ Purcell, LLP  ............................................ Back Cover
Larry Brooks tribute (anonymous) ...........................................29
Rosemary Buchwald  Daughter of
 A.J. Wichita, National Public Relations,
 AMMV National President Emeritus,
 SS Stephen Hopkins Chapter ................................................

California Maritime Academy ..................................................30
Capt. Domenic A. Calicchio, Gulfstream Chapter
 In loving memory 
 by Capt. Fred Calicchio .............................Inside Back Cover
Central California Chapter.......................................................26
Bob and Janell Cauble, Oregon Chapter ................................22
Nelson Cuable, National Vice President,
 Oregon Chapter..................................................................23

Dennis A. Roland Chapter.......................................................27
Desert Mariners Chapter .........................................................43

Capt. Chris Edyvean, Midwest Chapter ..................................10

Gene DeLong/Hudson Valley Chapter  ...................................22
Golden Gate Chapter ................................................................9
Great Lakes Maritime Academy ..............................................52
Gulfstream Chapter .................................................................48

Robert G. Haller, author ................................................. 14 & 48
Michael Heibig (Member-at-Large) .........................................25
High Rollers Chapter ...............................................................53
Mary Hodges, 
 in Memoriam by the Southwest Florida Chapter ................36

International Organization of Masters, Mates & Pilots ............64
International Shipmasters Association ....................................60

John T. Schmidt Palmetto Mariners ........................................26

Kings Point Club, Washington, DC .........................................30
Walter Kopatz, 
 In loving Memory by Jennifer Kopatz
Keith Lawrence .......................................................................60

Thank you for your support!

Lone Star Chapter ...................................................................51

Marine Engineers Beneficial Association
 District No. 1-PCD (AFL-CIO) ............................................34
Maritime Trade Dept. AFL-CIO................................................45 
Matthew Brothers, Inc. ............................................................49
Matthew Memorial Foundation ................................................31
Midwest Chapter .....................................................................50
Midwest Chapter tribute to 
 Capt. Chris Edyvean ..........................................................32
Moxie Digital Marketing Online Media Services ......................44

North Bay Mariners .................................................................38

Ocala Chapter .........................................................................47
Ohio Chapter ...........................................................................28
Oregon Chapter  .....................................................................62

Pacific Merchant Marine Council
 Navy League of the United States......................................29

Elmer “Al” Raanes, In loving memory 
 by Sally Raanes, 
 Sacramento Valley & Golden Gate Chapters .....................48
Ian Robertson (O’Hara Chapter) .............................................13
Bob Ross, Razorback Newsletter, (Member-at-Large) ...........61

Sacramento Valley Chapter   ....................................................8
Sailors Snug Harbor of New York............................................56
Sarasota Manatee Chapter .....................................................20
Seafarers International Union of
 Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes & Inland 
 Waters District; NMU, AFL-CIO ..........................................35
Harry Scholer ((Member-at-Large) ..........................................44
Tom Smith ...............................................................................44
SS Jeremiah O’Brien 
 National Liberty Ship Memorial ................ Inside Front Cover
SS Red Oak Victory ................................................................63
SS Samuel Parker Chapter .....................................................57
SS Stephen Hopkins Chapter  ................................................55

Three Rives Chapter ...............................................................43
Ed Trester................................................................................42

United Seamen’s Service ............................................... 58 & 59

Bob Weagant ..........................................................................41
A.J. Wichita, National Public Relations,
 AMMV National President Emeritus,
 SS Stephen Hopkins Chapter ................................... 33 & 54

Advertisers Index





 A person with 
courage, honor, 
and integrity 
who refused to 
compromise the 
truth, regardless of 
the consequences. 

He fought many 
battles trying to 
protect the right 
of seamen and had 
to pay a price for 
it on more than on 
occasion. He was 
always looking for 
ways to make going 
to sea a better and 
safer place for 
those of us who 
chose the “sea-
going profession.”  

Capt. Domenic A. Calicchio, USCG/USMM

May he have found smooth sailing on his Final Voyage. 
The Calicchio Family

In 1945, 

The	U.S.	Coast	Guard	established	the
Domenic A. Calicchio Award	in	2007	to	be
presented	to	a	graduate	of	the	Investigation	Officer	Course	who	best	
exemplifies	the	old	man’s	code:	“You did what you knew was right, not 
what anyone told you, you thought for yourself and did the right thing. 
You listened to people, but in the end you were your own person, and 
any compromise with something you knew was wrong violated the old 
man’s code.” 



March 26 - 30, 2017

Brayton Purcell LLP is ready to assist you. Based in Novato, California since 1984, we have been 
dedicated to helping protect your legal rights in the face of devastating losses, such as mesothelioma, 

or other illness, injury, death, or harm to you or your family members. 

Our legal staff consists of 45 attorneys and 200 support personnel with specialized medical, legal, 
construction, and technical knowledge that allows us to fight and obtain the best results possible for 

you and your family.

www.braytonlaw.com
HCook@braytonlaw.com

415-493-3592

BraytonPurcell LLP
thanks and salutes

American Merchant Marine 
and Navy Armed Guard 

Veterans of WWII
for their service and sacrifice

throughout our nation’s history
in times of peace and war.

We are honored to support the 
31st Annual AMMV National Convention

at the Sands Regency Hotel
in Reno, Nevada.

Best wishes for a successful convention!

Our Areas of 
Legal Expertise
Mesothelioma
Our experience in 
handling mesothelioma, 
lung cancer, and 
asbestosis cases with 
compassion and 
dedication is unsurpassed 
by any other law firm.

Asbestos
Over the last 30 years 
we have created the 
largest jobsite, document, 
product, and witness 
database in the country. 
Having this information 
at our fingertips allows us 
to efficiently investigate 
and build a strong case 
for you at the outset, 
without the need to incur 
costs of hiring expensive 
investigators.

Workplace Law
Our Workers’ 
Compensation team has 
the expertise to help you 
file, pursue, and resolve 
your claim.

Personal Injury
We handle all types 
of injury, death, and 
accident cases, including 
pharmaceutical, toxic 
exposure, defective 
medical devices, and 
catastrophic injury.

222 Rush Landing Rd 
PO Box 6169 
Novato, CA 94945 
Ph: 415-898-1555 
TF: 800-598-0314 

806 SW Broadway 
Suite 1100 
Portland, OR 97205 
Ph: 503–295–4931 
TF: 888–560–7120 

352 Denver St E
Suite 250
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
Ph: 801-521-1712
TF: 888-605-2242 

Los Angeles, CA 90014 
680 South Santa Fe Ave 
Los Angeles, CA 90021
Ph: 415-898-1555
TF: 800-598-0314 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA OFFICE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OFFICE OREGON / WASHINGTON OFFICE UTAH OFFICE


