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“I trust Congress will soon
provide similar opportunities
to members of the Merchant 
Marine who have risked 
their lives time and time 
again during war for the 
welfare of their country.”

President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
during signing of the
G.I. Bill June 22, 1944
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Regional Vice Presidents
Region ONE –  FL, PR 
Capt. Dru DiMattia (interim)    SW Florida Chapter 

(239) 243-3409 - drudimattia@gmail.com

Region TWO – AL, DE, GA, KY, MD, MS, NC, SC, TN VA, DC, WV 
George Bruno    Vulcan Mariners Chapter 

2131 Highway 130 W. - Shelbyville, TN 37160 - (510) 543-0966 - gibruno@pacbell.net

Region THREE - NJ, PA 
Howard Pfeifer    Three Rivers Chapter 

2592 Cole Rd. - Wexford, PA 15090-7805 - (724) 935-6465 - howdypfeifer@yahoo.com

Region FOUR – CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI, VT 

Michael Fiorenza     Member-at-Large 

234 N. Beech St. – Massapequa, NY 11756 –(516) 784-9516 – michaelfio.gr@sunymaritime.edu

Region FIVE – IA, IL, IN, MI, MN, NE, ND, OH, SD, WI 
Vacant

Region SIX – AR, AZ, KS, LA, MO, NM, OK, TX 
Bob Ross    Member-at-Large 
111 Stroud St. - El Dorado, AR 71730-5353 - (870) 863-4738 - csknight@suddenlink.net

Region SEVEN – AK, CO, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY 
Vacant

Region EIGHT – AUS, CA, HI 
Larry Starn    North Bay Mariners Chapter 

13973 Gas Canyon Dr. - Nevada City, CA 95959-8802 - (530) 265-8340 - lstarn139@comcast.net

National Officers
National President ............ Capt. Chris Edyvean   Midwest Chapter 
P.O. Box 41 – Hurley, WI 54534-0041 – (715) 862-2531 – cjedyvean@hotmail.com 

National Vice President ... Christian Yuhas  Golden Gate Chapter 
P.O. Box 867 – Isleton, CA 95641 – (707) 398-5244 – cgyuhas@gmail.com

National Secretary ............. Shirley Cauble  Oregon Chapter 
2657 Greyfox Dr. – Sutherlin, OR 97479 – (541) 459-7982 – riverbank2@charter.net

National Treasurer ............. John Pitts   Member-at-Large 
21118 Hawaiian Ave. – Lakewood, CA 90715 – (562) 716-2899 – ameucman@aol.com

Appointed Officers
Judge Advocate ................. Capt. Joseph Byrne   Member-at-Large
	 joe@captainbyrnelaw.com

Chaplain .............................. Bob Ross   Member-at-Large

Editor,
National Magazine .......... Sindy Raymond   North Bay Mariners Chapter
	 (707) 546-6349 – saaren@sonic.net

Historian 	���������������������������� vacant

Nat’l Public Relations 	���� Sindy Raymond   North Bay Mariners Chapter

Nominating &
Credentials 	������������������������ Richard “Ben” Benjamin   Member-at-Large
	 (317) 902-1491 – hoosierben@gmail.com 

Standing Committees
Editorial 	������������������������������ Capt. Chris Edyvean   Midwest Chapter

	 Sindy Raymond   North Bay Mariners Chapter

Government Affairs 	�������� Michael Helbig (Co-Chair)   Member-at-Large
	 (907) 244-4238 – hanshelbig.helbig08@gmail.com 
	 Charles A. Mills (Co-Chair)   Lone Star Chapter
	 (713) 436-1638 – mcamco@aol.com 
	 Eugene Barner   Member-at-Large
	 (913) 766-3105 – ammv43@kc.rr.com
	 Robert Weagant   Midwest Chapter
	 weagant@sbcglobal.net 
	 Sheila Sova   Member-at-Large
	 (618) 659-3401– shesova@aol.com 
	 Laura Johnson Riddle   Member-at-Large
	 AMMVlaura@gmail.com

Veterans Affairs 	��������������� vacant

Constitution & By-laws 	����� vacant

Special Projects &
Veterans Outreach 	���������� Sheila M. Sova   Member-at-Large

Membership 	���������������������� Capt. Chris Edyvean   Midwest Chapter 
	 Sindy Raymond   North Bay Mariners Chapter
	 Lynn Kelly   Member-at-Large

Internet &
Social Media 	���������������������� Capt. Chris Edyvean   Midwest Chapter

2019 National Convention Committee
Convention Chairman 	����Capt. Dru DiMattia   SW Florida Chapter

Registration Head 	�����������Kimberly King   SW Florida Chapter

Committee Member 	�������Capt. Chris Edyvean   Midwest Chapter

Committee Member 	�������Lynn Kelly   Member-at-Large

Commemorative
Magazine Sales 	����������������Sheila Sova   Member-at Large

Commemorative
Magazine Design 	�������������Susan Alexander   Member-at-Large

American Merchant Marine Veterans
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Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association 
District No. 1-PCD (AFL-CIO) 

Marshall Ainley 
M.E.B.A. President 

Bill Van Loo 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Tracy Burke 
Government Fleet Rep. 

Adam Vokac 
Executive Vice President 

Jason Callahan 
Atlantic Coast Vice President 

Erin Bertram 
Gulf Coast Vice President 

M.E.B.A. Headquarters – 444 North Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 800 – Washington D.C. 20001 
Phone: (202) 638-5355 - Fax: (202) 638-5369 – mebahq@mebaunion.org - www.mebaunion.org 

M.E.B.A. is the nation's oldest maritime labor union, established in 1875. We represent 
licensed engine and deck officers aboard seagoing vessels, ferries and government- 
contracted ships. Our members also serve on tugs and barges, research vessels and in 
various capacities in the shoreside industries. In wartime, our members have sailed in 
virtually unarmed merchant ships delivering critical defense cargo despite attacks from 

enemy aircraft, submarines and warships. 

   Honoring our Merchant Mariners Past & Present                                                                



 

 
 

Spend the day in 1944 aboard the 
World War II Liberty Ship JOHN W. BROWN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The S.S. JOHN W. BROWN is one of the last operating survivors from the great fleet of over 2,700 
war-built Liberty Ships and the last Operational Troopship of World War II. The JOHN W. BROWN is 
fully restored and maintained as close as possible to her World War II configuration.  Visitors must 
be able to walk up steps to board the ship. 
 

2019 Living History Cruises on the Chesapeake Bay 
June 15 & September 7 

 
 

This exciting 6 hour day cruise includes music of the 40’s, period entertainment and flybys 
(conditions permitting) of vintage wartime aircraft with the Armed Guard manning the guns. Tour 
museum spaces, crew quarters, bridge and much more. View the magnificent 140-ton triple-
expansion steam engine as it powers the ship through the water. Lunch, beverages and snacks 
included.           

Online ordering & more information at  www.ssjohnwbrown.org 
For questions, email us at john.w.brown@usa.net or call 410-558-0164 

Last day to order tickets is 14 days before the cruise. 
 Conditions and penalties apply to cancellations. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Keep Her Sailing! 
How can you help keep her sailing? 

 

Become a Member …Volunteer, if you can…Become a Ship’s Sponsor 
Make a donation... Buy something from the Ship’s Store… Every little bit helps. 

     More information on our website – www.ssjohnwbrown.org 
 

      Project Liberty Ship, PO BOX 25846, Baltimore, Maryland 21224  
 

   Project Liberty Ship is a Baltimore based, all volunteer, nonprofit organization. 
                      

 


