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November 4, 2025   
 
Seventy-five winters ago, in December 1950, an American-led maritime armada achieved the 
unimaginable: the Hungnam Evacuation—the largest humanitarian sea rescue in recorded history.  
 
Among them was the SS Meredith Victory, a single merchant freighter that rescued 14,000 civilians 
without a single loss of life. This legendary feat earned her the enduring title: “Ship of Miracles.” This 
extraordinary Christmas rescue not only saved generations but also forged the enduring U.S.-Korea 
alliance we honor today. 
 
To commemorate this 75th milestone, we invite you to join us for the: 
 

75th Anniversary Hungnam Evacuation Conference  
 
📅📅 Monday, December 15, 2025 | 🕗🕗 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM  
📍📍 MITAGS Maritime Conference Center, Linthicum Heights, MD  
🎟🎟 Tickets available via Eventbrite [LINK] 
Registration includes full luncheon |  Overnight accommodations available 
 
Program Overview 

08:00 AM – 09:00 AM:  Arrival & Check-In 
09:00 AM – 09:15 AM:  Opening Remarks & Invocation 
09:15 AM – 09:45 AM:  The Legacy of Hungnam 
09:45 AM – 10:30 AM:  Gallant Ship: Strategic History 
10:30 AM – 11:00 AM:  Coffee  
11:00 AM – 11:30 AM:  The Korea Society 
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM:  Mr. Burley Smith: Third Mate, SS Meredith Victory 
12:30 PM – 1:30 PM:    Lunch (included with registration) 
1:30 PM – 2:00 PM:    Other US Merchant Ships at the Evacuation 
2:00 PM – 2:30 PM:   “It’s a Wonderful Life” -What if? 
2:30 PM – 3:00 PM:   Meredith Victory’s Capt. La Rue Family Reflections and Closing Remarks  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/75th-anniversary-of-the-hungnam-evacuation-tickets-1956920795779?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://mccbwi.com/availability/
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Why Partner with Us? 

This commemorative gathering is specifically designed for those who champion the legacy of merchant 
mariners and the enduring significance of the United States Merchant Marine. 

By sponsoring this event, your organization will stand alongside industry leaders, veterans, and 
policymakers who recognize the merchant marine’s pivotal role in America’s history and global 
humanitarian action. 

Sponsorship Levels 
Tier   Investment Benefits 
Miracle Sponsor $5,000  10 VIP tickets, entrance banner, full-page program ad. 

Freedom Sponsor  $2,500  5 VIP tickets, prominent logo placements, half page program ad. 

Gratitude Circle –  $500   1 VIP ticket, logo placements. 

Note: 100% of proceeds go directly toward supporting this commemorative event. Sponsorships are processed 
through The Nautical Institute US West, Inc., a 501(c)(6) non-profit professional association. 
 
Contact Information 
Please reach out for more information on sponsorship and event details: 
chair.uswestcoast.branch@nautinst.org or (775) 350-5505 
 
Captain Gregory M. Tylawsky MBA, FNI, CMMar 
Branch Chair 

 
The Nautical Institute US West Coast Branch: Western US, Alaska, and Hawaii 
511 Linda Kay Court | Suite C | Carson City, Nevada 89701 
E: chair.uswestcoast.branch@nautinst.org  W: www.nautinst.org  
Serving maritime professionals since 1972 
The Nautical Institute US West, Inc. is a registered 501C (6) non-profit corporation. 
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